
ARA Annual General Meeting Minutes 

Date: April 26, 2026 

 Duration: 1:00pm-3:00p.m 
 
Location: Antigonish Credit Union Community Meeting Room *Virtual Meeting Link Provided* 
 
In Attendance:  Allison White, Dan Doiron, Liam Fulmore, Sandy MacLeod, Leo Callahan, Tim Handforth, Andrew 
Lowles, Ken MacAulay, Dave MacNeil, Darryl Murrant. 
( Chris Chisholm, Nick MacInnis virtual) Sandy Horn 
 
 

1. Call to order 1:00 p.m. by Tim Handforth 
 

2. Approval of agenda motioned by Dave MacNeil, approved by Sandy Horn. 
 

3.  Adopt minutes from last meeting motioned by Sandy MacLeod, approved Dave MacNeil. 
 

4. Presidents report:  

 2025 was a busy year, 2026 shaping up to be very busy as well. A total of 311 structures for St. Mary’s 
and Antigonish.  

 Tim thanked all our volunteers who show up to help for dock removal, tree planting, fly tying, casting 
lessons, etc.  

 Fly tying kit donations were awesome.  

 Dinner committee deserves a hearty recognition as well. This being a dinner year we will ramp up for 
that in the fall. 

 Cameron Lake- Four new floats installed which amounts to 2400 lbs of additional flotation. Original 
costs were estimated at around three thousand dollars but Tim procured floats for fifteen hundred 
through Costco. 

 Thanks to all the executives stepping down today; Malorie, Leo, Christine. 

 

5. Treasurers report:  

 Forwarded to us on April 25th. ARA in good shape. Review at your leisure and call Tim if you have any 
questions.  
 

6. Activities report:   

 Salmon dinner as booked. Allison has put together a booklet which can be presented to donors and 
potential donors outlining our work , past, present and what’s planned for the future. Wonderful job, 
thanks Allison. Booklet was a request and suggestion from Gerry. 

 Fishing derby: June 6th in conjunction with Inland Fisheries 

 Fly tying: very successful this year, well attended. Dave outlined some options for our new fly tying 
kits. After discussion, the group decided to go with twelve new kits like we had before, most likely 
from Eskape Anglers and/Bass Pro. Twenty people have donated money, so any additional funds will 
be used for the purchase of miscellaneous supplies as needed. 

  



 River restoration funding:  
o We have three confirmed fundings for this year. We are waiting to hear back from several 

applications.  
o We have $40,000/ annum confirmed from FCAS .  
o Clean foundation confirmed  three fifteen week positions. Canada Summer Jobs has 

confirmed funding for two positions. Hoping to hear from others in the next couple of 
weeks.  

 In stream restoration:  
o A lot to be done in St. Mary’s again as well as assisting in some offsetting recreation work. 

Antigonish work will be done along Argyle brook and in Pomquet River. Between 30-40 
structures between those two sites.  

o Some of crews collecting wild shrubs now for the greenhouse in Meadow Green so we can 
provide our own trees for planting.  

o Monitoring data being collected at nine monitoring sites that we’ve been monitoring since 
2023.  All data collected over the years is showing very positive effects from all the in 
stream restoration despite low waters and high temps.  

o EDNA monitoring to be carried out at ten different sites this year.  
o Electro fishing permit applied for again as its a huge part of the monitoring process. 

 Brood stock collection: Salmon Collection will be in the South again, hopefully trout collection in the 
West. 
 

7. New Business:   

 Scale of Change May 7th. Ticket sales going well. Kate and Scottie Sherin will be in attendance.  

 Annual Salmon Trophy hasn’t been purchased yet. 

 Some new hats will be purchased this year, a few pink ones as well to keep Jim happy! Hats will 
probably cost around $1500. Bored approval required, motioned by Dave, approved by Sandy. Trophy 
will be under $250. 

 4H date for in stream will be June 7th. 

 Election of Executive Members.  
o President: Tim Handforth 
o Vice President: Dan Doiron 
o Treasurer: Ken MacAulay 
o Secretary: Darryl Murrant. 

 Allison, Ken, Tim, and Christine will meet on May7th to do up the annual budget. Ken will get signing 
authority as well as Dan.  

 Don Wescott forwarded Membership update. ARA has 12 Lifetime members, 25 Deepwater members, 
72 regular members. 

 Nothing further. Thanks to all those who have served and volunteered. 

 A very special thank you to Andrew Lowles from Inland Fisheries who gave a us an informative talk on 
COSEWIC , DFO, and SARA, and how the Gulf Region Salmon stock-is being classified as endangered, 
unfortunately using the Miramichi data as a basis to reflect what is happening in the entire 
region.  Inland Fisheries expects DFO to come up with some priority rivers and hope to be invited to 
the table when regulations are put in place. All this is still in the early stages and no major changes are 
expected in the near future. It’s important to note how or if newly proposed regulations will align with 
groups like ARA and MSA, etc. Our request for an April 15th opening of the West was proposed at the 
RFAC this year.  Maybe a proposal for a blanket opening would be better. This would take pressure off 
any single opening and spread the anglers around. Also, there is always danger of people 



misidentifying fish species and not being properly trained in the catch and release process. Better fish 
handling and release practices might be of benefit. Our proposal will be presented at the RFAC again 
this year. 

 ARA was recognized as being one of the most productive associations at work, and we were 
encouraged to continue what we’ve been doing, attend the RFACs and make our concerns hear, and 
be active on as many committees as we can. Congratulations are in order for the entire group and it’s 
accomplishments. 
 

8. Next Meeting in November 
 

9. Meeting adjourned at 3pm 


