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P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e   

W in t e r is typ ic a l l y  a do w n  tim e  for  fly  fi sh e r s . It’s  a tim e  to  ref le c t on  th e  pa s t  se a s o n  an d  loo k  a h e a d  

to th e  ne x t . Th is  is th e  ke y  tim e  fo r m a n y  of  us  to tie  fl ie s ,  bu i l d  a ne w  fly  ro d  an d  s ta y  up  to  da t e  b y  

ch e c k i n g  ou t th e  “c a b i n - f e v e r - k i l l i n g ”  Fly  Fi s h i n g  ex p o s  an d  sh o w s . 20 2 2  pr o v e d  to be  an  ex c e p t i o n a l  

ye a r  for  sa l m o n  fi sh in g ;  th e  Ca p e  B r e t o n  R iv e r s  ha d  go o d  sp r i n g  an d  su m m e r  fi sh i n g  an d  t h e  

No r t h u m b e r la n d  S tr a i g h t R iv e r s  did n ’ t dis a p p o i n t . Th e  An t i g o n i s h  R iv e r s  s ta r t e d  pr o d u c i n g  sa l m o n  

ea r l y  in Oc t o b e r  an d  th a t  co n t i n u e d  th r o u g h o u t  th e  se a s o n .  

 

AR A , m u c h  lik e  yo u , is ref le c t i n g  on  th e  pa s t  se a s o n  an d  pla n n i n g  fo r  th e  20 2 3  sea s o n . Th is  pa s t y e a r ,  

AR A  co m p l e t e d  th e  Ca m e r o n  La k e  Ac c e s s ib i l i t y  Pr o j e c t  (se e  pic t u r e ) ,  an d  th e  R iv e r  R e s t o r a t i o n  C r e w  

w e r e  bu s y . Th e y  did  ev e r y t h in g  fro m  ins t a l l in g  dig g e r  log s , pla n t i n g  tre e s , ch e c k in g  te m p e r a t u r e  

log g e r s  to ins t a l l i n g  fen c e  po s t s  an d  pla n n i n g  fo r  th e  20 2 3 .  (M o r e  on  th is  in Ni c k  an d  B r u c e ’ s  up d a t e ) .  

AR A  he l d  an  on l i n e  au c t io n  in M a r c h  an d  th e  Di n n e r  Co m m it t e e  hi t a g ra n d  sla m  w i t h  th e  Oc t o b e r  

Bie n n i a l At la n t i c  S a l m o n  Din n e r  & Au c t io n . It’s  an  am a z i n g  am o u n t  of  w o r k  th a t  go e s  on  be h in d  t h e  

sce n e s  to  pu t on  th is  ev e n t . Th i s  w a s  th e  m o s t  su c c e s s f u l  ev e n t  in AR A ’ s  his t o r y , ra i s in g  ov e r  $ 

25 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 ; a big  th a n k  yo u  to  th e  Di n n e r  Co m m i t t e e  an d  ev e r y o n e  fo r  yo u r  ge n e r o u s  su p p o r t !  

Fr o m  th e  Ex e c u t i v e , Bo a r d  M e m b e r s , an d  m y s e l f ,  th a n k  yo u !  

M e r r y  Ch r i s t m a s  an d  Ha p p y  Ne w  Ye a r  

Tim  Ha n d f o r t h  

Pr e s id e n t  

An t i g o n i s h  Riv e r s  As s o c ia t i o n  
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A R A  EX E C U T I V E  

2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1  

• • • 

      Pre s i d e n t :   

Ti m  Ha n d f o r t h  

      Vi c e  Pr e s i d e n t :   

     Ma l o r i e  Cr i s p o  

       Tr e a s u r e r :   

Ch r i s t i n e  Ha n l o n  

       Se c r e t a r y :   

L e o  Ca l l a h a n  

       Pa s t  Pre s i d e n t :   

Ni c h o l a s  M a c In n i s  
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A R A  N E W S  

 

Bi e n n i a l  W i l d  At l a n t ic  Sa lm o n  Din n e r  an d  Au c t i o n  20 2 2  

Ph o t o s  by  Eri n  M a c N e i l 

 

It w a s  w o r t h  th e  w a it !  Af t e r  Co v i d - 1 9  re s t r ic t i o n s  fo r c e d  th e  ca n c e l l a t io n  of th e  20 2 0  din n e r  it w a s  a l o n g  

jou r n e y  ba c k  an d  an g l e r s  an d  fri e n d s , lik e  th e  sa l m o n , re t u r n e d  to  An t i g o n i s h . A ne w  ve n u e , ne w  ca t e r e r s ,  

a ne w  da t e  an d  th e  w o r s t  hu r r i c a n e , Fio n a , in m e m o r y  ch a l le n g e d  th e  Di n n e r  Co m m it t e e . Th e y  ro s e  to  t h e  

oc c a s io n .   

On  S at u r d a y  Oc t . 1  at th e  Ea s t  Co a s t Cr e d i t  Un io n  S o c i a l  

En t e r p r i s e  Ce n t r e ,  w e  w e r e  ho s t e d  by  th e  R o y a l Ca n a d i a n  

Le g io n . Ca t e r i n g  w a s  pr o v i d e d  by  Ca n a d ia n  As s o c i a t i o n  f o r  

Co m m u n i t y  Liv i n g  An t ig o n is h  an d  ch e f  Da m ia n  W e l s h .  T h e  

ne w  da t e  w a s  se l e c t e d  af t e r  ou r  or ig in a l bo o k i n g  a t S F X  

w a s  pr e e m p t e d  by  H o m e c o m i n g .  S o ,  w i t h  fin g e r s  cr o s s e d  

an d  fa i t h  in ou r  m e m b e r s , th e  ne w  din n e r  w a s  lau n c h e d .  

Rig h t  fro m  th e  be g i n n in g  tic k e t  sa le s  w e r e  s tr o n g  an d  o u r  

ne w  Di n n e r  Am b a s s a d o r , Da n a  Do u c e t , w a s  bu s y  w i t h  

tic k e t an d  tab le  sa l e s , sp o n s o r s h ip s  an d    do n a t io n s . T h a n k  

yo u  al l  fo r  yo u r  su p p o r t . Af t e r  a few  ye a r s  an d  lo t s  o f  

ch a n g e s  it w a s  he a r t e n in g  to se e  yo u r  co n t i n u e d  su p p o r t  

fo r  w i l d  At la n t i c  sa l m o n  an d  th e  AR A .   

Th e  ev e n t s  be g a n  riv e r s i d e  at Th e  W e s t  Riv e r  Te n t . D i n n e r  

Co - C h a i r ,  Da n i e l Do r i o n , or g a n i z e d  th e  ev e n t  to he i g t e n  

co m m u n i t y  aw a r e n e s s  of th e  riv e r  co n s e r v a t i o n  w o r k  

be i n g  do n e  by  th e  AR A  an d  to pr o m o t e  th e  sp o r t  o f  f l y  

fi s h i n g . A s te a d y  str e a m  of  cu r i o u s  fol k s  an d  an g l e r s  

en j o y e d  a su n n y  af t e r n o o n  w i t h  a fre e  B B Q . Th e r e  w e r e  

inf o r m a t i o n  dis p la y s , ca s t i n g  de m o n s t r a t io n s  a n d  

riv e r s i d e  ch a t s  an d  sto r y  te l l i n g  w i t h  no t a b l e  an g l e r s .  
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La t e r  th a t  af t e r n o o n  a s  gu e s t s  en t e r e d  th e  ve n u e ,  th e y  w e r e  w e lc o m e d  by  ou r  Fly  Ty e r s  Co n c l a v e .  

Or g a n iz e d  by  re n o w n e d  fly  ty e r  B o b  M a c D o n a ld , a tea m  of  no t a b l e  t y e r s  

en t e r t a i n e d  gu e s t s  w i t h  th e i r  ty in g  sk i l l s ,  an s w e r i n g  qu e s t i o n s  an d  pr o v i d i n g  

s to r i e s  ab o u t su c c e s s f u l  pa t t e r n . Ou r  th a n k s  to S t e v e  

An d r e w s , B e n  Cle v e l a n d , De i r d r e  G r e e n , Le x i e  Le g a t t ,  

G o r d ie  M a c K i n n o n  an d  Pa r k e r  W o n g  (m o r e  on  Pa r k e r  

lat e r )  .  

W h a t  a gr e a t  s ta r t  to th e  ev e n i n g !                 

   

W h i le  m e e t i n g  frie n d s  an d  w a t c h i n g  th e  ty in g  ex p e r t i s e  

(an d  th e  Fly  Te s t e r  tan k  w h ic h  w a s  a big  hi t )  th e r e  w a s  a  

de l i c i o u s  S m o k e d  S a l m o n  R e c e p t i o n  ho s t e d  by  An g e l a  

S h ie l d s . S u s t a in a b l e  

Blu e  pr o v i d e d  th e i r  la n d  

-re a r e d , su s t a in a b l e  

sa l m o n , sm o k e d  t o  

pe r f e c t io n .   
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SU S T A I N A B L E  BL U E :  A SU S T A I N A B L E  F IS H E R Y  TH A T  DI S C H A R G E S  AB S O L U T E L Y  Z E R O  EF F L U E N T  

B A C K  IN T O  TH E  EN V I R O N M E N T  

                                                                        h t t p s : / / w w w . s u s t a i n a b l e b l u e . c o m /  
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On c e  ins i d e  th e  m a i n  ev e n t  ar e a  gu e s t s  en jo y e d  a raf f le  t a b l e  

an d  si le n t au c t i o n  ite m s  to br o w s e  an d  bid .  

 

 

M a s t e r  of  Ce r e m o n i e s , R a y m o n d  Plo u r d e , ca l l e d  th e  ga t h e r i n g  t o  

or d e r . Ch r i s t i n e  H a n l o n  de l i v e r e d  a tre a t y  re c o g n i t i o n  tha t  w a s  

re l a t i v e  t o t he  ri v e r s  we  fi s h .  As  pa r t  o f t he  Tru t h  an d  Re c o n c i l i a t i o n  

pro c e s s  we  ar e  be i n g  as k  t o t ak e  t he  ne x t  st e p  t ow a r d s  un d e r s t a n d i n g  

ou r  Tr e a t y  re s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  Ch r i s t i n e  re a c h e d  ou t  to Co r y  Ju l i a n ,  Ch i e f  o f  

P a q ' t n k e k   as we l l as C . J . Pi c t o u , Fi s h e r i e s  D i r e c t o r  an d  Tre v o r  Go u l d  f o r  

t he i r  he l p  in un d e r s t a n d i n g  an d  sh a r i n g  ou r  re s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  

Pr e s i d e n t Tim  H a n d f o r t h  th e n  w e lc o m e d  ou r  gu e s t s .  A 

pr e s e n t a t io n  on  th e  w o r k  be in g  do n e  in ou r  ar e a  by  No v a  S c o t i a  

S a lm o n  As s o c i a t i o n  Ad o p t  A Str e a m ’ s  Am y  W e s t o n  an d  Ni c k  M a c I n n i s  fo l l o w e d .  ( s e e  

m o r e  lat e r  in th i s  ed i t io n )  

R a y  Plo u r d e , on  be h a l f  of  th e  AR A , de l i v e r e d  a m o v in g  trib u t e  t o  t h e  

Le g e n d , M ik e  Cr o s b y .   It’ s  ha r d  to su m m a r i z e  th e  co n t r ib u t i o n s  o f  

M i k e  an d  w h a t  he  m e a n t  to th e  At l a n t ic  sa l m o n  co m m u n i t y  bu t  R a y   

did  a tre m e n d o u s  job .  
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  Ev e r y  tw o  ye a r s  th e  AR A  re c o g n i z e s  a n  

ind iv i d u a l  w h o  ha s  m a d e  lon g - t e r m , sig n i f i c a n t  

co n t r i b u t i o n s  to w i l d  At l a n t ic  sa l m o n  

co n s e r v a t io n . G e r r y  Do u c e t de l i v e r e d  a to u c h i n g  

re c o g n it i o n  to  ou r  ho n o r e e , Jim  Le r ik o s .   

 

                                          

 

Di n n e r  w a s  ser v e d  int e r s p e r s e d  w it h  S n a p  Au c t i o n s  an d  tri p s  to  ch e c k  on  Si l e n t  Au c t i o n  bid s .  Af t e r  di n n e r  

Dr . Jo h n  Ch i a s s o n  led  so m e  sp i r i t e d  bid d i n g  on  a se le c t io n  of Liv e  Au c t io n  ite m s .  

It w a s  a tim e  to ga t h e r , m e e t  frie n d s  old  an d  ne w , sw a p  s to r i e s  an d  ra is e  so m e  m o n e y  fo r  co n s e r v a t i o n .  W e  

w e r e  ev e n  tre a t e d  to  hig h  w a t e r  an d  f re s h  sa lm o n  in th e  W e s t  Riv e r . Th a n k  yo u  to ou r  m a n y  do n o r s  a n d  

su p p o r t e r s  w h o  m a k e  th i s  din n e r  su c h  a su c c e s s .  
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A few  sp e c i a l  no t e s  of  th a n k s ; to R a y  Plo u r d e  fo r  s te p p in g  up  to ta k e  on  th e  M C  ro l e , to Kr is  H u n t e r , A S F ,  

fo r  a m a s t e r f u l job  on  th e  AV / a u d i o  pr e s e n t a t io n s , to Da n a  Do u c e t  , Di n n e r  Am b a s a d o r , for  a w h o l e  b u n c h  

of  th i n g s , to  B o b  M a c D o n a ld  for  th e  Fly  Ty in g  Co n c l a v e , to An g e l a  S h ie l d s  f or  th e  S m o k e d  S a l m o n  R e c e p t i o n ,  

to Dr . Ch ia s s o n  ,ou r  au c t io n e e r , an d  to th e  Din n e r  Co m m i t t e e  ch a ir e d  by  G e r r y  Do u c e t , Da n  Do r i o n  a n d  

Da v id  M a c N e i l .  

 

 

 

                                                                                                                          

S a d l y ,  jus t w e e k s  af t e r  th e  Fly  Ty in g  Co n c l a v e  ou r  an g l i n g  

co m m u n i t y  los t Pa r k e r  W o n g . Th e  pi c t u r e  he r e  is fro m  t h e  

co n c l a v e  w h e r e  Pa r k e r  sh a r e d  his  sk i l l ,  sto r ie s ,  an d  kin d  w o r d s  

w i t h  a l l ou r  gu e s t s . Pa r k e r  w a s  a lon g - t i m e  pa r t ic ip a n t in t h e  

co n c l a v e s  an d  alw a y s  do n a t e d  a m u c h  so u g h t - a f t e r  fly  bo x  fi l l e d  

w i t h  his  fab u lo u s  tro u t  flie s .  

Pa r k e r  w a s  an  an g le r  an d  fly  ty e r  of g re a t  re n o w n . H e  co n t r ib u t e d  

to m a n y  co n s e r v a t i o n  or g a n i z a t io n s  loc a l ly  an d  na t io n a l l y .  

Ou r  th o u g h t s  an d  co n d o l e n c e s  g o  ou t  to his  fam i l y .  

W e  w i l l m i s s  se e in g  Pa r k e r  on  th e  riv e r s  an d  at th e  din n e r s ,  b u t  

w e  w i l l  re m e m b e r  his  kin d  an d  ge n e r o u s  na t u r e .  
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                    S ig n  of  th e  Tim e s  (m y  fa v o u r i t e  si g h t i n g  th i s  fa l l  on  th e  w a y  to Fr e n c h m a n ’ s )  
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AR A  Ne w  M e m b e r s h i p  M o d e l  

F o r  a vo l u n t e e r  or g a n i z a t i o n  att r a c t i n g  m e m b e r s  an d  ke e p i n g  m e m b e r s h i p  

li s t s  up - t o - d a t e  is a ch a l l e n g e . To  he lp  im p r o v e  ou r  co m m u n ic a t i o n  w it h  o u r  

m e m b e r s  an d  to al lo w  m e m b e r s  to pa r t i c i p a t e  to th e  de g r e e  th a t  th e y  w a n t ,  

th e  AR A  ha s  de v e lo p e d  a ne w  m o d e l . Up d a t i n g  m e m b e r s h i p s  w i l l  be g i n  o n  

Jan . 1 , 20 2 3 . Tr a d it io n a l ly  w e  ha v e  ha d  m e m b e r s  pa y  w h e n  it w a s  ea s i e s t ,  at th e  Din n e r , on  th e  riv e r  b a n k ,  

ch a n c e  en c o u n t e r  et c . W h i l e  w e  ap p r e c ia t e  ea c h  an d  ev e r y  m e m b e r , fro m  a re c o r d  ke e p in g  pe r s p e c t i v e  i t  

w a s  a ch a l l e n g e  to  ke e p  tra c k  an d  pr o v id e  tim e l y  re n e w a l no t ic e s .   

W e  w o u ld  as k  yo u  to  co n s id e r  re n e w i n g  yo u r  m e m b e r s h i p  on  or ar o u n d  Jan . 1  ea c h  ye a r . W e  w i l l se n d  y o u  

a re m i n d e r . If yo u  pa id  yo u r  20 2 2  m e m b e r s h ip  fee  at th e  Din n e r  or du r in g  th e  fa l l se a s o n  th e n  w e  w i l l  

co n s i d e r  yo u  a pa id  m e m b e r  un t i l  Jan . 1  20 2 4 . Th a n k  yo u  fo r  un d e r s t a n d i n g .  

Th a n k  yo u  to Dr . Do n  W e s c o t t  fo r  tak i n g  ov e r th e  M e m b e r s h i p  po r t f o l i o  an d  pu s h i n g  fo r  a ne w  m o d e l .  

N e w  M e m b e r s h i p :  Ch a n g e  Ef f e c t i v e  01  Ja n u a r y  20 2 3  

Fo u r  typ e s  of me m b e r s h i p s : 

1 .  Ba s i c   

 1. Fre e   

 2. Ea c h  me m b e r  is re c o g n i z e d  (e .g .  e m a i l  fro m  pre s i d e n t ) .  

 3. Ea c h  me m b e r  re c e i v e s  re g u l a r  ne w s l e t t e r s , no t i f i c a t i o n s  of sp e c i a l e ve n t s ,  le a r n i n g    

 op p o r t u n i t i e s  an d  vo l u n t e e r  op p o r t u n i t i e s .  

2 .  De e p  W a t e r   

 1.  Fe e  t o be se t  by bo a r d .   Cu r r e n t l y  me m b e r s h i p  fe e  fo r  2 0 2 3  wi l l be  $ 2 0 .   

 2. Be n e f i t s :  

   1. Al l o f the  ba s i c  be n e f i t s  

.   2.  Fre e  fl y  tyi n g  wi t h  loc a l kn o w l e d g e  of fli e s  for  t he     

   An t i g o n i s h  are a  ri v e r s .   

   3.P r i o r i t y  no t i f i c a t i o n  of sp e c i a l e ve n t s ,  le a r n i n g  op p o r t u n i t i e s  an d   

   vo l u n t e e r  op p o r t u n i t i e s . 

   4. A c ap  or ot h e r  ac c o u t r e m e n t  (ne c k  wr a p , sc a r f ,  t o q u e ,  ma s k s ,   

   et c )  as av a i l a b l e , fre e  of e xt r a  c ha r g e  t o t he s e  me m b e r s  up o n     

   re q u e s t  
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3 .  Li f e  me m b e r s    

1 .   Fe e  t o be  se t  by bo a r d . Cu r r e n t l y  is $ 3 0 0  

2 .  Be n e f i t s :  

 1. Inc l u d e s  al l o f De e p  Wa t e r  me m b e r s h i p  be n e f i t s  

 2.  Ea c h  Li f e  me m b e r  wi l l  be re c o g n i z e d  wi t h  a c e r t i f i c a t e  su i t a b l e  for    

 fra m i n g  si g n e d  by c ur r e n t  pre s i d e n t .  

 3. Ea c h  life  me m b e r  wi l l al s o  be  re c o g n i z e d  an n u a l l y  in the  ye a r  e n d    

  ne w s l e t t e r  wi t h  gre a t  tha n k s .   

 4. Ea c h  life  me m b e r  wi l l re c e i v e  a ha t  in i t i a l l y  an d  su c h  ot h e r     

 ac c o u t r e m e n t s  ov e r  ti m e  as t he  bo a r d  de e m s  ap p r o p r i a t e  an d  up o n    

 re q u e s t .   

4 .  Ho n o r a r y  Li f e  M e m b e r s   

 1. On l y  on  re c o m m e n d a t i o n   

    1. ne e d  wr i t t e n  ap p l i c a t i o n  fro m  a me m b e r  

   2.T h e  ap p l i c a t i o n  wi l l be  ke p t  c on f i d e n t i a l un t i l pre s e n t e d  an d  di s c u s s e d   

   by t he  bo a r d .  

   3. Re q u i r e s  a 2 / 3  ma j o r i t y  of bo a r d  me m b e r s  t o ac c e p t  t he     

  m e m b e r  as an  Ho n o r a r y  Li fe  M e m b e r .   

 2. Al l be n e f i t s  o f life  me m b e r s  wi l l ap p l y .  

 3.  Th i s  sh o u l d  be  a si g n i f i c a n t  pu b l i c i t y  e ve n t  an d  so  wi l l ne e d  ne w s  re l e a s e s ,    

 ph o t o  op s ,  so c i a l me d i a  e t c .  

 4.  Ea c h  me m b e r  wi l l  re c e i v e  a fra m e d  c e r t i f i c a t e  an d  suc h  ot h e r  aw a r d s , be n e f i t s    

 or ac c o u t r e m e n t s  at t he  bo a r d ’ s  di s c r e t i o n  

 

Th e  bo a r d  ma y , fro m  ti m e  t o ti m e ,  c ha n g e  the  be n e f i t s  as ne c e s s a r y  an d  is no t  li m i t e d  by the  ab o v e .   
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AR A  Fly  Ty i n g  

Fl y  tyi n g  for  al l sk i l l le v e l s  wi l l re t u r n  in J an u a r y . Fre e  ins t r u c t i o n  an d  al l  t oo l s  a n d  

m a t e r i a l s  are  pro v i d e d .  Cl a s s e s  are  op e n  t o e ve r y o n e  fro m  be g i n n e r s  t o e xp e r t s .  

W e  as k  t ha t  yo u t h s  un d e r  t he  ag e  of  1 6 be ac c o m p a n i e d  by an  ad u l t .  W e ’v e  a d d e d  

a vi d e o  c o m p o n e n t  so it sh o u l d  be  he l p f u l as it c a n  be a lon g  t ab l e .  Th a n k  yo u  t o  

Da n i e l Do i r o n  for  arr a n g i n g  a loc a t i o n  at A. H. Ro y  on  Ma i n  St r e e t ,  An t i g o n i s h .  

Te n t a t i v e  st a r t  da t e  is Mo n d a y ,  J an . 9 .   

 

 

 

 

 

Br o o d  St o c k  Co l l e c t i o n  

Th i s  ye a r  th e  de c is i o n  w a s  m a d e  to  pr io r i t i z e  co l l e c t in g  br o o d  s to c k  fro m  th e  S o u t h  Riv e r . W it h  go o d  ra in f a l l  

ea r l y  in Oc t o b e r  it se e m e d  th a t  S o u t h  R iv e r  fi s h  co u l d  be  co l le c t e d  an d  th e n  sw i t c h  ef f o r t s  to th e  W e s t  R i v e r .  

H o w e v e r ,  a f t e r  se v e r a l  un s u c c e s s f u l  se in in g  at t e m p t s  an d  lim i t e d  an g l i n g  su c c e s s  th e  de c i s io n  w a s  m a d e  t o  

sw i t c h  bu t  on c e  ag a i n  sa lm o n  ha d  th e i r  ow n  sc h e d u l e  an d  de s p i t e  

a de t e r m i n e d  an g l in g  ef f o r t on l y  fem a le s  w e r e  ca p t u r e d . O n  t h e  

po s i t i v e  sid e  sa l m o n  ha d  am p le  w a t e r  th i s  fa l l  an d  m a n y  w e r e  h i g h  

up  in th e  tri b u t a r i e s .  

On  a ve r y  en c o u r a g i n g  no t e  ou r  Wa t e r s h e d  Co o r d in a t o r , B r u c e  

W h e a d o n , re p o r t e d  43  re d d s  on  Pin e v a l e  B r o o k . Al l w e r e  lo c a t e d  

ne a r  str u c t u r e s  pla c e d  th is  su m m e r  w o r k  sea s o n  to im p r o v e  

sp a w n in g  su c c e s s . W i t h o u t  yo u r  on g o in g  su p p o r t  th i s  w o r k  w o u l d  

no t  ha p p e n !  

Th a n k  yo u  to S te p h e n  Th i b o d e a u  an d  th e  s ta f f  at F ra s e r ’ s  M i l l s  

H a t c h e r y  for  th e i r  ef f o r t s  an d  su p p o r t . Th a n k  yo u  to G e r r y  D o u c e t  

fo r  or g a n i z i n g  an d  co o r d in a t i n g  th e  tra p s , tra n s p o r t a t i o n ,  a n d  

vo lu n t e e r s . 
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Fr e e  Fa m i ly  Fi s h i n g  De r b y  

No v a  S co t i a  H e r i t a g e  Da y  is M o n d a y ,  F e b . 20 , 20 2 3  as  th a t  w e e k e n d  is th e  fre e  fi s h i n g  w e e k e n d .  

Th e  AR A  w i l l  be  ho s t in g  a fre e  fam i ly  Fis h i n g  De r b y  at G i l l i s  La k e , Pin e v a le  fro m  9 a .m . un t i l  no o n . Th e r e  w i l l  

be  pr i z e s  an d  a fre e  B B Q  w i t h  ho t  ch o c o l a t e .  M o r e  de t a i l s  w i l l  fo l l o w  in th e  Ne w  Ye a r .  

             

 

                      

Ca m e r o n  La k e  Ac c e s s i b i l i t y  S it e  

Th e  se c o n d  s ta g e  of th i s  pr o j e c t  

w a s  co m p le t e d  th i s  se a s o n . F o r  a  

sp e c t a c u l a r  to u r  of th e  v e n u e  

ch e c k  ou t  th e  vid e o  fro m  J a m e s  

S m e a t o n , H ig h la n d  M u lt im e d i a :  

ht t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ?  v= g k 6 N z e 4 b C W Q  

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gk6Nze4bCWQ
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Th e  of f i c i a l op e n i n g  w a s  he l d  on  F ri d a y  , S e p t e m b e r  30 .     

 

Pr e s i d e n t Tim  an d  Di r e c t o r  of Inl a n d  Fis h e r i e s , Jas o n  Le B la n c , un v e i l a co m m e m o r a t iv e  pla q u e .

  

 

 

Fu n d i n g  Pa r t n e r s :  

N . S .  De p a r t m e n t of  Fi s h e r i e s  an d  Aq u a c u l t u r e  / Sp o r t f i s h  Ha b i t a t  Fu n d  

N . S .  De p a r t m e n t of  Co m m u n i t i e s ,  Cu l t u r e  an d  He r i t a g e : Ac c e s s - A b i l i t y   

An t i g o n i s h  Co u n t y  M u n i c i p a l i t y  Pa r t n e r s h i p  Gr a n t   

An t i g o n i s h  Co m m u n i t y  Re c r e a t i o n  Ca p i t a l  Gr a n t   

An t i g o n i s h  Ki n s m e n   

In  Kin d  Do n a t i o n s :   

Iro n  M a p l e  Co n s t r u c t i o n   

B i r d  Co n s t r u c t i o n   

Be e c h  Hi l l Au t o  Re p a i r s  an d  To w i n g   

In  Co o p e r a t io n  wi t h :   

N . S .  De p a r t m e n t of  La n d s  an d  Fo r e s t r y  
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 W e s t  Riv e r  Ac c e s s        

A gr o u p  of  vo l u n t e e r s  an d  ou r  ri v e r  

cre w  or g a n iz e d  by  Pr e s id e n t  Ti m   

cle a r e d  th e  tra i l s  an d  pa r k i n g  are a s  t o  

th e  low e r po o l s   on  We s t  Ri v e r .  

Cle a r e d  tra i l s  m a k e  tra v e l  to  po p u l a r  

po o ls  ea s ie r  fo r  an g le r s  an d  a l s o  

pr o t e c t s  th e  m a n y  tre e s  th a t th e  A R A  

ha s  pla n t e d  alo n g  th e  riv e r s i d e .   As  y o u  

ca n  se e  fro m  th e  ph o t o s  H u r r i c a n e  Fio n a  ad d e d  a w h o le  ne w  ele m e n t to ke e p i n g  tra i l s  op e n .                           

                                                

                                                                                               

 

20 2 2  W a t e r s h e d  Co o r d i n a t o r  Re p o r t  

By  Br u c e  W h e a d o n  

Th e  w in t e r  of  20 2 2  pr e s e n t e d  an  ex c i t i n g  op p o r t u n it y  fo r  th e  An t ig o n i s h  

Riv e r s  As s o c i a t i o n  (A R A ) .  Wi t h  ex t e n d e d  fu n d in g  fro m  th e  Ca n a d a  Na t u r e  

F u n d  for  Aq u a t i c  S p e c i e s  at R is k  (CN F A S A R ) , in pa r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  th e  G u l f  

Riv e r s  Pr i o r i t y  Pr o j e c t  pu t  for t h  by  t h e  No v a  S co t i a  S a lm o n  As s o c i a t i o n  

(N S S A ) , th e  AR A  pu t  to g e t h e r  th e  At la n t ic  S a lm o n  R e c o v e r y  an d  Co n s e r v a t i o n  

Pla n  fo r  th e  S o u t h  R iv e r  Wa t e r s h e d . Th e  tea m , he a d l i n e d  by  Ni c k  M a c I n n i s  

(N S S A ) , B ru c e  W h e a d o n  (A R A ) , an d  Al l i s o n  Wh i t e  (AR A ) , w e r e  ab l e  t o  

co m p l e t e  a co m p r e h e n s iv e  re s t o r a t i o n  an d  ac c o m p a n y i n g  m o n it o r i n g  p l a n  

fo r  th e  S o u t h  R iv e r  W a t e r s h e d . Th e  aim  of  th is  pr o j e c t  w a s  to pr io r i t i z e  a r e a s  

fo r  po t e n t ia l  pr o j e c t s  ov e r  a fiv e - y e a r  pe r i o d , a lo n g  w it h  a m o n i t o r i n g  

pr o g r a m  to  en s u r e  co n t i n u e d  su c c e s s  of  th e  co m p l e t e d  re s t o r a t io n  w o r k .  T h e  
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re p o r t  req u i r e d  ex t e n s i v e  pla n n i n g , re s e a r c h , an d  d a t a  

co l le c t i o n  ov e r  th e  co u r s e  of  th e  su m m e r  of 20 2 1  a n d  

th r o u g h o u t  th e  w i n t e r  of 20 2 2 .  

Th e  Pin e v a le  B r o o k  w a s  ide n t i f i e d  th r o u g h  th e  A t l  

S a lm o n  R e c o v e r y  & Co n s e r v a t i o n  Pla n  fo r th e  S o u t h  

Riv e r  W a t e r s h e d  as th e  m a j o r  iss u e  th e  S o u t h  R i v e r  

fac e d  in te r m s  of  sp a w n in g  pr o d u c t i v i t y .  (se e  b e f o r e  

an d  af t e r  pic t u r e s  to th e  lef t of  on e  of  m a n y  str u c t u r e s  

ins t a l le d  th is  su m m e r ) .  W i t h  co n t r i b u t i o n s  fro m  t h e  

CN F A S A R , th e  At la n t i c  S a l m o n  Co n s e r v a t i o n  

F o u n d a t io n , an d  th e  Ad o p t - A - S t r e a m  pr o g r a m  

th r o u g h  th e  NS S A , th e  AR A  re s t o r a t i o n  cre w  w a s  a b l e  

to co m p l e t e  th e  Pin e v a le  B r o o k  R e s t o r a t io n  Pr o j e c t an d  co l l e c t  ba s e l i n e  da t a  fo r  co n t i n u e d  m o n i t o r i n g  o f  

th e  pr o j e c t ’ s  su c c e s s . A Pin e v a le  B r o o k  R e s t o r a t i o n  an d  M o n i t o r i n g  R e p o r t  ha s  be e n  w r i t t e n  an d  w i l l  h a v e  

m o n i t o r in g  da t a  ad d e d  ye a r  ov e r  ye a r .  

Th i s  su m m e r  th e  re s t o r a t io n  cre w  co n s i s t e d  of  A n d r e w  

G r a c e , B a i le y  R a n d a l l ,  an d  G r e g o r y  S h ie l d s .  T h e  

re s t o r a t i o n  cre w  ins t a l l e d  25  ins t r e a m  str u c t u r e s  

th r o u g h o u t  Pin e v a l e  B ro o k . Th e  s tr u c t u r e s  w i l l  h e l p  

gu i d e  th e  riv e r  ba c k  to its  na t u r a l m e a n d e r in g  pa t t e r n ,  

dig  po o l s ,  an d  pr o v i d e  ins t r e a m  co v e r  fo r  aq u a t i c  

sp e c ie s . Th e  cre w  als o  ca r r i e d  ou t  m a i n t e n a n c e  o n  a l l  

pr e v i o u s ly  ins t a l l e d  str u c t u r e s  th r o u g h o u t  t h e  

w a t e r s h e d s  of  An t ig o n is h  Co u n t y . In or d e r  to es t a b l i s h  

ba s e l i n e  da t a  fo r  fu t u r e  pr o j e c t s  in th e  We s t , Wr i g h t s ,  

an d  Po m q u e t w a t e r s h e d s , th e  cr e w  a ls o  co n d u c t e d  

H a b it a t  S u i t a b i l i t y  Ind e x  su r v e y s  (H S I ) ,  co l l e c t e d  d a t a  

fro m  ov e r  30  te m p e r a t u r e  log g e r s , an d  d i d  

ele c t r o f i s h i n g  su r v e y s .  

An o t h e r  go a l  fo r  Ye a r  On e  of th e  S o u t h  R iv e r  Pla n  w a s  to  sta b i l i z e  b a n k s  

an d  re s t o r e  rip a r i a n  zo n e s  alo n g  th e  m a i n  ch a n n e l of th e  S o u t h  R i v e r  

w h e r e  de g r a d a t i o n  du e  to ag r i c u l t u r e  pr o c e s s e s  ha s  ta k e n  pl a c e . Ar m o u r  

s to n e  w a s  us e d  in th e s e  loc a t i o n s , an d  ro w s  of tre e s  w e r e  pla n t e d  t o  

su p p l e m e n t  th e  s ta b i l i z a t io n  pr o c e s s .  
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W it h  ex t e n d e d  fu n d in g  ag a i n  th r o u g h  th e  NS S A  fro m  t h e  

CN F A S A R , th e  AR A  ha s  be e n  ab le  to ex t e n d  a f i e l d  

te c h n i c i a n  th r o u g h  th e  w in t e r . B a i l e y  R a n d a l l ,  a f i e l d  

te c h n i c i a n  on  th e  cre w  th is  su m m e r , w i l l su p p o r t  B r u c e  

W h e a d o n , AR A ’ s  Wa t e r s h e d  Co o r d i n a t o r , to co l le c t  d a t a  

an d  ca r r y  ou t  fie l d  su r v e y s  in or d e r  to w r i t e  th e  At l a n t i c  

S a lm o n  R e c o v e r y  an d  Co n s e r v a t i o n  Pla n  for  th e  W e s t  

Riv e r  W a t e r s h e d . Th is  pla n  w i l l  be  co m p l e t e d  by  A p r i l  

20 2 3 , an d , w i t h  gu i d a n c e  fro m  th e  NS S A , is th e  ne x t  s t e p  

in th e  G u l f  Riv e r s  Pr io r i t y  Pr o j e c t .  

It w a s  ye t  an o t h e r  bu s y  an d  pr o d u c t i v e  se a s o n  fo r  th e  AR A  cre w . W e  w a n t e d  to  ex t e n d  a w e l l - d e s e r v e d  

th a n k  yo u  to Nic k  M a c I n n i s  an d  Am y  W e s t o n  of  th e  NS S A . W i t h o u t  th e ir  gu i d a n c e  an d  ex p e r t i s e , th e  f i e l d  

pr o j e c t s  ca r r i e d  ou t  in An t i g o n i s h  w o u l d  no t  be  as su c c e s s f u l  ye a r  ov e r  ye a r  as  th e y  co n t in u e  to  be . Als o ,  t o  

AR A  Pr e s i d e n t Tim  H a n d f o r t h , w h o  alw a y s  ca r r ie s  a po s i t iv e  att i t u d e  an d  ou t lo o k  to w a r d s  th e  pr o j e c t s  

tak i n g  pla c e , an d  ne v e r  fa i l in g  to pr o v id e  ge a r  w h e n  ne c e s s a r y .  

 

 

 

M e e t  th e  AR A  W a t e r s h e d  Co o r d i n a t o r : Br u c e  W h e a d o n  

I ha v e  be e n  luc k y  en o u g h  to be  w o r k i n g  w i t h  th e  AR A  fo r  t w o  

ye a r s  no w , an d  th e  ex p e r i e n c e  I’v e  ha d  ha s  b e e n  

un p a r a l l e le d . W h i le  tak i n g  th e  En v i r o n m e n t a l  En g in e e r i n g  

Te c h n o lo g y  pr o g r a m  at th e  No v a  S c o t i a  Co m m u n i t y  Co l l e g e ,  

I to l d  m y  ins t r u c t o r s  tim e  an d  tim e  ag a in  th a t  I asp ir e d  to  f i n d  

w o r k  re v o lv i n g  ar o u n d  ha b i t a t  re s t o r a t i o n .  Ev e r y  tim e  I 

br o u g h t  th i s  up , th e y  w a r n e d  m e  it w o u l d  be  ne a r  im p o s s i b l e  

to fin d  a fu l l - t im e  jo b  in th e  fie l d .  I ha v e  alw a y s  ha d  a pa s s i o n  

fo r  pr e s e r v in g  ou r  na t u r a l w o r l d  an d  tre a t in g  o u r  

en v i r o n m e n t w it h  re s p e c t . To  m y  luc k , I re c e i v e d  a ca l l f r o m  

Nic k  M a c I n n i s  to co m p le t e  m y  w o r k  pla c e m e n t w i t h  th e  A R A .    

Th e  w o r k  pla c e m e n t be c a m e  an  in c r e d i b le  ch a n c e  to l e a r n  

fro m  Al l i s o n  W h i t e  ab o u t th e  ex t e n s i v e  re s t o r a t i o n  w o r k  

go i n g  on  no t  jus t  in An t i g o n i s h , bu t  th e  pr o v in c e  as  a w h o l e .  

Af t e r  jus t  fiv e  sh o r t  w e e k s , I kn e w  I w a s  in th e  rig h t  pla c e . Th e  w o r k  pla c e m e n t  tu r n e d  int o  a job  on  t h e  

su m m e r  fie ld  cr e w , w h e r e  I w a s  ab le  to ge t  fi rs t - h a n d  ex p e r ie n c e  of  th e  re s t o r a t io n  w o r k , an d  a ch a n c e  t o  

lea r n  fro m  tw o  va lu a b l e  m e n t o r s  in Nic k  an d  Ch a r l ie  M a c I n n is .  

Up o n  fin i s h i n g  th e  su m m e r  ter m , an  op p o r t u n i t y  ar o s e  to co n t in u e  w o r k  in a m o r e  tec h n ic a l  fo r m , he l p i n g  

Al l i s o n  an d  Nic k  w r i t e  ye a r  en d  m o n i t o r i n g  re p o r t s  fo r  fu n d in g  pa r t n e r s  th a t  pr o v i d e  s u p p o r t  on  ou r  su m m e r  
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re s t o r a t i o n  w o r k .  W h e n  it ca m e  tim e  fo r  Al l i s o n  to go  on  m a t e r n i t y  lea v e , I w a s  ag a in  luc k y  en o u g h  to s e i z e  

th e  op p o r t u n i t y  to  fil l  he r  en o r m o u s  sh o e s  as th e  W a t e r s h e d  Co o r d i n a t o r  fo r  th e  ye a r .  

It w a s  w h e n  I to o k  on  th i s  ro le , I ca m e  to  re a l i z e  ju s t  ho w  tig h t kn i t of  a co m m u n i t y  th e  loc a l  an g l e r s  h a v e  

in An t i g o n i s h . B e i n g  ab l e  to lea r n  ab o u t  co n s e r v a t i o n  at a g ra s s r o o t s  lev e l , an d  al l  of th e  kn o w le d g e  pa s s e d  

do w n  fro m  an g l e r s  ov e r  th e  ye a r s  ha s  be e n  vi t a l  fo r  kic k s t a r t i n g  m y  ca r e e r .  

I tru ly  ca n n o t  pu t int o  w o r d s  th e  gra t i t u d e  I ha v e  to w a r d s  ev e r y o n e  I ha v e  m e t in m y  tim e  w it h  th e  A R A ,  

an d  th e  co n s e r v a t i o n  co m m u n it y  as  a w h o l e . H a v i n g  a job  th a t en t a i l s  bo t h  fie l d  an d  tec h n ic a l  w o r k  h a s  

be e n  a dr e a m  co m e  tru e . Al t h o u g h  I w i l l  be  lea v i n g  in Ap r i l  as  Al l i s o n  tak e s  ov e r  on c e  ag a in , I loo k  for w a r d  

to co n t in u i n g  to len d  a ha n d  w it h  th e  co n s e r v a t io n  an d  re s t o r a t io n  ef f o r t s  go i n g  on  in An t i g o n i s h  Co u n t y  i n 

a vo lu n t e e r  ro le  w h e n e v e r  po s s i b l e .  

Th a n k  yo u  to  ev e r y o n e  fo r  ma k i n g  th i s  ye a r  a se a m l e s s  tra n s i t i o n , an d  to  th e  AR A  vo l u n t e e r s  fo r  ma k i n g  

th i s  or g a n i z a t i o n  a co n t i n u e d  su c c e s s . W i t h o u t  yo u , no n e  of  th i s  wo u l d  be  po s s i b l e !  H a p p y  ho l i d a y s !  

 

  

    B e f o r e                                                    St r u c t u r e  #2 2  Pin e v a le                                               Af t e r  

                                           B e lo w  Pin e v a l e  str u c t u r e  #1 9   in fa l l  co n d it i o n s  
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D e s t i n a t i o n :  Ba h a m a s   

Q u a r r y :  Bo n e f i s h  

S to r y  an d  ph o t o s  by  Ge r r y  D o u c e t  

 

B a s e d  on  a tru e  sto r y …  

W h a t  to do  w h e n  th e  re c r e a t i o n a l  

sa l m o n  se a s o n  co m e s  to  a clo s e  a n d  

th a t do o r  sla m s  sh u t ?  Fis h in g  op t i o n s  

ar e  lim i t e d . Th e  s tr ip e r s  ar e  go n e  f r o m  

th e  es t u a r i e s  an d  be a c h  cu t s . T h e r e  

ar e  so m e  fre s h w a t e r  lak e s  th a t  a r e  

op e n  ye a r - r o u n d  an d  th a t  m i g h t  

scr a t c h  th e  itc h ?  Tr a v e l i n g  to th e  B r a s  

d’O r  lak e s  an d  sea r c h i n g  fo r  es c a p e d  

aq u a c u l t u r e  ra i n b o w s  is po s s i b le ,  i f  

th a t ap p e a l s  to yo u . No t  m y  cu p  of  t e a .  

No v e m b e r  ca n  be  a de p r e s s in g  m o n t h  as m a n y  an g l e r s  re l u c t a n t l y  dr y  of f  th e i r  sa l m o n  fl ie s ,  br e a k  d o w n  

th e i r  ro d s  , sto r e  th e m  in th e ir  tu b e s , cle a n  fly  lin e s ,  an d  ha n g  th e ir  w a d e r s , ra i n  jac k e t s  an d  bo o t s  to d r y .  

Th e  da y s  ge t sh o r t e r , da r k e r  an d  co l d e r .  S n o w  is in th e  of f in g . Th e  tim e l i n e  to Ap r i l  1 is fiv e  m o n t h s  a w a y .  

Ca n  on e  las t th a t lon g ?  

Th i s  ye a r , a f t e r  ye a r s  of  ta l k i n g  w it h  m y  

clo s e  fri e n d  an d  leg e n d a r y  sa lm o n  fi s h i n g  

gu i d e  R o b e r t  Ch i a s s o n  (h e  is als o  m y  

se c o n d  co u s i n , tw ic e  re m o v e d ) ,  w e  

de c id e d  to pla n  a w a r m  sa l t w a t e r  fi s h i n g  

ex p e d it io n .  Ou r  pr e l i m i n a r y  

co n v e r s a t io n s  w e r e  a DI Y  tri p  to N o r t h  

An d r o s  in th e  B a h a m a s  sch e d u le d  t o  b e  

lau n c h e d  in th e  w in t e r  of 20 2 2 . Ou r  ta r g e t  

sp e c ie s  w a s  bo n e f i s h  an d  pe r h a p s  s o m e  

en c o u n t e r s  w it h  pe r m it ,  ba r r a c u d a ,  a n d  

tar p o n . Co v id  sq u a s h e d  th a t .  

As  sp r i n g  un f o l d e d  an d  ro u n d e d  i n t o  

su m m e r t im e , ba n t e r  an d  pla n n i n g  

be c a m e  re a l .  Th e  no t e d  Am e r i c a n  au t h o r  

an d  va s t l y  re s p e c t e d  an g le r  Ch a r le s  G a in e s  en t e r e d  th e  pi c t u r e  (he  is Ed i t o r  of th e  AS F  bo o k  “ L E A P E R ”  a n d  

a fre q u e n t  co n t r ib u t o r  to m a n y  ot h e r  fi sh in g  m a g a z i n e s ) . H is  int e r e s t in jo in in g  us  w a s  im m e d i a t e  an d  t h e  

trip  to o k  sh a p e . S o o n  w e  w e r e  pla n n in g  to he a d  to  G r e a t  Ab a c o , a B a h a m i a n  Is l a n d  th a t  w a s  pu m m e le d  b y  

hu r r i c a n e  Do r i a n  th r e e  ye a r s  ag o . As  No v a  S c o t i a n s , w e  kn o w  th i s  hu r r ic a n e  w e l l ,  as  it sla m m e d  ou r  pr o v i n c e  

in S e p t e m b e r  of 20 1 9 .  
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Ch a r le s  kn o w s th is  is la n d  w e l l ,  as he  ha s  ha d  on e  or tw o  tri p s  th e r e  an n u a l l y  fo r  th e  pa s t  fo r t y  plu s  ye a r s .  

H e  w o u l d  be  th e  tea c h e r , R o b e r t  an d  I, th e  s tu d e n t s .  

It w a s  de c id e d  to ar r iv e  th e  las t da y s  in No v e m b e r  w h i c h  cu r l e d  i n t o  

ea r l y  De c e m b e r . Af t e r  so m e  dis c u s s i o n , R o b e r t  an d  I de c id e d  to s t a y  

an  ex t r a  w e e k  an d  pu t to te s t ou r  lea r n i n g s  fro m  th e  S c h o o l  of  G a i n e s .  

Tw o  w e e k s  w e r e  bo o k e d , a w e e k  in Ab a c o  an d  a w e e k  in No r t h  An d r o s .  

W e e k  on e  w a s  to be  a co m b o  of a co u p l e  of  da y s  gu i d e d  fi s h in g  a n d  

th e  rem a i n i n g  da y s  hi t t in g  th e  fla t s  in th e  are a s  su r r o u n d i n g  us , u n d e r  

th e  co m p e t e n t  di r e c t i o n  of  M r . G a in e s . W e  w o u l d  sta y  in M a r s h  

H a r b o u r , th e  ca p it a l  ci t y  of  Ab a c o . Th i s  w a y  w e  co u l d  tra v e l  no r t h  t o  

Tr e a s u r e  Ca y  an d  fi sh  th e  su r r o u n d in g  fla t s ,  a th i r t y - m in u t e  dr i v e .  

Co n v e r s e l y , w e  co u l d  tra v e l so u t h  an d  fi s h  S a n d y  Po i n t ,  ex p l o r i n g  t h e  

m a n g r o v e  in le t s  an d  cr e e k s  w h ic h  are  w o r ld  re n o w n e d .    

W e e k  tw o , w e  w e r e  to be  on  ou r  ow n , ap p l y  ou r  ne w  sk i l l s  an d  s h i f t  

ou r  fo c u s  to No r t h  An d r o s . Ou r  da y s  w o u l d  be  a DI Y  ap p r o a c h  pa y i n g  

att e n t i o n  to  th e  ex c e l l e n t  bo o k  pe n n e d  by  R o d  H a m i l t o n  en t i t l e d  “ D o  It Yo u r s e l f  B o n e f i s h in g ” . W e  w o u l d  

ba s e  ou r s e l v e s  ou t  of  F r e s h  Cr e e k  an d  fig u r e  th e  re s t  ou t  as th e  da y s  un f o l d e d .  

Du r in g  th e  w a n i n g  da y s  of th e  sa l m o n  se a s o n , an o t h e r  clo s e  f rie n d  an d  ac c o m p l i s h e d  glo b a l an g l e r ,  C h i p  

S u t h e r la n d , w a s  a s te a d y  pr e s e n c e  in S a l m o n  Ce n t r a l .  H e  ov e r h e a r d  ou r  ba n t e r  an d  inq u i r e d  ab o u t  t h e  

tim e l in e s  an d  th e  po s s ib i l i t y  of be i n g  a w in g m a n . S o o n  he  w a s  pa r t  of th i s  pla n n e d  ex c u r s i o n .  

Th e  pla n n in g  co n t in u e d , ch a n g i n g  co u r s e  a nu m b e r  of  tim e s , bu t it w a s  de c i d e d  to fo r g o  th e  fly in g  ch o o s i n g  

to dr i v e  ins t e a d . Th i s  w o u ld  fac i l i t a t e  vis i t s  alo n g  th e  w a y  an d  aw a k e n  th e  se n s e s  as th e  to p o g r a p h y  a n d  

cl i m a t e  ch a n g e s  w e r e  su b t l y  al t e r in g  as  w e  dr o v e  fro m  ou r  be l o v e d  No v a  S c o t i a  to  th e  so u t h e r n  cl im e s  o f  

th e  US A .  

Ou r  fi r s t  s to p  w a s  Po r t l a n d , M a in e . R o b e r t  an d  I sh a r e d  a be a u t i f u l nig h t  w it h  ou r  m a t e  To p h e r  B r o w n  a n d  

ta l k e d  ab o u t th e  sa l m o n  se a s o n  pa s t  an d  th e  bo n e f i s h  trip  ah e a d . A few  da y s  lat e r  w e  ar r i v e d  in Ala b a m a  

to sh a r e  th e  co m p a n y  w it h  Ch a r l e s  G a i n e s  an d  his  be a u t i f u l w i f e  Pa t r i c i a  at th e i r fam i ly  co m p o u n d .  T h e  

en s u in g  da y s  inc l u d e d  th e  Flo r id a  Pa n h a n d l e , H o m o s a s s a  an d  ev e n t u a l l y  a on e  w e e k  sta y  in Ke y  W e s t w h e r e  

w e  w o u l d  lau n c h  ou r  fla t s  fi s h i n g  fo r  bo n e s !   

Ke y  W e s t  w a s  w a r m  an d  be a u t i f u l ,  bu t  th e  fi sh in g  w a s  to u g h . Ou r  pla n  w a s  to do  a few  da y s  of  gu i d e d  

an g l i n g  in a fla t s  sk i f f .  H o w e v e r , du e  to br i s k  w i n d s  an d  th e  th r e a t  of  da n g e r o u s  th u n d e r s t o r m s , ou r  gu i d e d  

da y s  w e r e  ca n c e l le d . Af t e r  co n s u lt in g  so m e  of th e  loc a l  fly  sh o p s  (ye s , th e y  ha v e  th e m  in Ke y  W e s t )  an d  R o d  

H a m i l t o n ’ s  bo o k , w e  foc u s e d  ou r  ef f o r t s  in G e ig e r  Ke y  B e a c h  an d  B a h i a  H o n d a  Ke y  pr i m a r i ly  at th e  S t a t e  

Pa r k . Th e  ne t  re s u l t w a s  no  bo n e f i s h  bu t lot s  of sm i le s . No n e t h e le s s , th e  nig h t l i f e  is Ke y  W e s t  w a s  

ou t s t a n d in g .   
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Ke y  W e s t en d e d  fo r  R o b e r t  an d  I a n d  w e  

w e r e  of f  to th e  M i a m i Int e r n a t i o n a l  

Air p o r t  w h e r e  w e  w o u ld  co n n e c t  w i t h  

Ch a r le s . A sh o r t  fl ig h t su c c e s s f u l l y  

de l i v e r e d  us  to  M a r s h  H a r b o u r , Ab a c o  a n d  

w e  se t  up  sh o p  in a be a c h s i d e  Co n d o  f o r  

th e  w e e k . Ac c o m m o d a t io n s  w e r e  te r r i f i c  

in th i s  ca p it a l ci t y  de s p it e  th e  m a s s i v e  

de s t r u c t io n  H u r r i c a n e  Do r ia n  de l iv e r e d  t o  

th i s  is la n d  th r e e  ye a r s  pr e v i o u s ly .  

W e  cu t  ou r  te e t h  w it h  w a l k in g  th e  f l a t s  

an d  pla y in g  w it h  ge a r  se t u p : m o n o  v s  

flu o r o , blo o d k n o t s  vs  tri p le  su r g e o n ,  f l y  

se le c t i o n  (G o t c h a  vs  Cr a z y  Ch a r l i e ,  M a n t i s  

S h r im p  vs  S p a w n i n g  S h r im p , du m b b e l l  

ey e s  vs  be a d  ch a in  ey e s , w h i t e  bo d i e s  v s  

tan  bo d ie s ) ;  w e  w e r e  cu r i o u s  s tu d e n t s !  

Ne v e r t h e l e s s , DY I pr o d u c e d  co n n e c t i o n s .  

W it h o u t a do u b t , a hi r e d  gu i d e  pr o d u c e d  

sig n i f i c a n t ly  m o r e  ho o k  up s .  T h e  

dis t i l la t io n s  of  th is  int e l ar e  sim p le , 1 )  D I Y  

is do a b l e , sa t is f y i n g ,  an d  ch e a p , 2 )  

Pr o f e s s io n a l G u id e s  ar e  m a r k e d l y  m o r e  

pr o d u c t i v e  bu t  m a r k e d l y  m o r e  ex p e n s i v e .  

3) It is al l  fu n .  

H a l f w a y  th r o u g h  th e  tri p  Ch a r le s  lef t  fo r  th e  US  an d  Ch ip  fle w  in . Tr i p s  to S a n d y  Po i n t  re s u l t e d  in th e  m o s t  

pr o l i f i c  fi s h i n g , inc l u d i n g  da y s  of fi f t y  lan d e d  fi s h  ov e r  a da y  of six  ho u r s  of  fi sh in g , sh o u l d  yo u  ge t  th e  ti d e  

rig h t ! ?  Da y s  of DI Y  co u l d  pr o d u c e  a few  fis h  ea c h , al t h o u g h  th e s e  re s u l t s  w e r e  int e n s e ly  re w a r d i n g  an d  a  

pe r s o n a l triu m p h .   

B o t h  is la n d s  are  re m a r k a b ly  be a u t i f u l .  An d r o s  is se t up  m o r e  fo r  th e  DI Y  ap p r o a c h  as  Ab a c o  lea n s  to w a r d s  

th e  hir e d  gu id e  m a n e u v e r . It is po s s ib le  to  sta y  at a lo d g e  an d  ha v e  it al l  tak e n  ca r e  of . Th e s e  lod g e s  ex i s t ,  

no t a b le  Bla c k f l y  Lo d g e  an d  De l p h i Clu b  in Ab a c o  an d  An d r o s  Is l a n d  B o n e f is h  Clu b  an d  An d r o s  S o u t h  B o n e f i s h  

Lo d g e  in An d r o s . Ob v i o u s ly , th i s  ap p r o a c h  is m o r e  co s t l y  th a n  th e  m a n n e r  w e  se t up  ou r s e l v e s  du r i n g  o u r  

tw o - w e e k  fi s h i n g  to u r  of th e  B a h a m a s , bu t  lik e  sa l m o n  fi s h i n g , th e  an g le r  ha s  op t io n s .  
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Th e r e  ar e  m a n y  

ac c o m m o d a t i o n  of f e r in g s  i n 

Ab a c o  an d  An d r o s . If yo u  a r e  

s ta y i n g  in M a r s h  H a r b o u r  o r  

no r t h  of  th e  ca p i t a l  ci t y ,  m u c h  

of  th i s  ar e a  is u n d e r  

co n s t r u c t io n  as th e y  co n t i n u e  

to re b u i ld  af t e r  th e  b i g  

hu r r i c a n e . S o u t h  of  M a r s h  

H a r b o u r , m o s t of  th i s  ar e a  w a s  

lig h t ly  im p a c t e d  by  Do r ia n .  O n e  

ca n  fin d  qu a l i t y  

ac c o m m o d a t i o n s  via  Air B n B  o r  

VR B O  or se a r c h in g  th e  int e r n e t .  

Th e  qu a l i t y  of  yo u r  re n t a l  u n i t s  

ca n  va r y  m a r k e d ly , so do  y o u r  

re s e a r c h  ca r e f u l ly .  

H e r e  ar e  so m e  of  th i s  “m u s t s ”  

yo u  ne e d  to go  fi s h i n g  in th e  B a h a m a s :  

•  A go o d  sa l m o n  ro d  w o r k s  w e l l  for  bo n e f i s h , so  tak e  a  9 

or  10  foo t , 7,8 , or a 9 w e i g h t .  

•  A se le c t io n  of bo n e f is h  flie s  (G o t c h a , Cr a z y  Ch a r l i e ,  

Ch r i s t m a s  Is l a n d  S p e c ia l ,  Po p s  B o n e f i s h  B i t t e r s  (cr a b ) ,  

S p a w n i n g  S h r i m p , M a n t i s  S h r i m p ) , Fle e i n g  Cr a b , M i n i  

Pu f f  

•  R e n t a l ca r  

•  Te n  or tw e lv e  po u n d  lea d e r s , cle a r  

•  W a d in g  bo o t s , lon g  br i m m e d  ha t , S P F  clo t h i n g ,  

su n s c r e e n  

•  Po la r i z e d  su n g l a s s e s  

•  Sl in g  pa c k  

 

Pr e p a r a t io n  a l lo w s  fo r  su c c e s s , he n c e  do i n g  yo u r  ho m e w o r k  

pa y s  div i d e n d s . In th e  B a h a m a s  th e r e  are  no  fly  sh o p s  th u s  t h e  

an g l e r  ne e d s  to go  pr e p a r e d . Ce l l ser v i c e  is ve r y  g o o d ,  

al t h o u g h  int e r n a t i o n a l ce l l pla n s  are  ex p e n s i v e . W e  tu r n e d  o u r  

ph o n e s  on  Air p l a n e  M o d e  an d  us e d  th e  W I F I at ou r  co n d o .  

W h a t s A p p  w a s  ou r  pr i m a r y  co m m u n ic a t i o n  ve h ic le  an d  w e  

us e d  th i s  ap p r o a c h  m a k e  ca l l s  an d  se n d  ph o t o s .  
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AS F  20 2 2  Up d a t e   

F o r  m a n y  in th e  M a r i t im e s , it’s  a hig h l i g h t ea c h  sea s o n  to co n n e c t  w i t h  fri e n d s  in An t i g o n i s h  as  w e  clo s e  o u t  

th e  No v a  S c o t i a  se a s o n  to g e t h e r  – ce le b r a t i n g  su c c e s s e s  bo t h  in co n s e r v a t i o n  an d  an g l i n g .   

In t r o d u c i n g  No v a  Sc o t ia ’ s  ne w  Pr o g r a m  D ir e c t o r  – D e i r d r e  Gr e e n  

As  m o s t of yo u  kn o w , I be g a n  w o r k i n g  w it h  th e  At l a n t ic  S a l m o n  F e d e r a t i o n  th is  sp r in g . In Ap r i l ,  I be g a n  a s  

Riv e r N o t e s  Ed i t o r  an d  sh o r t ly  th e r e a f t e r ,  ste p p e d  int o  th e  ro l e  of  No v a  S c o t ia  Pr o g r a m  Dir e c t o r . Kr i s  H u n t e r  

an d  I ha v e  w o r k e d  to g e t h e r  as  I tra n s i t i o n e d  int o  th e  po s i t io n  an d  as he  m o v e d  alo n g  to lea d  AS F ’ s  n e w  

W il d  S a lm o n  W a t e r s h e d  ini t ia t i v e .  

Th r o u g h o u t  th e s e  pa s t m o n t h s , m y  fo c u s  ha s  be e n  o n  

en g a g in g  w i t h  an d  su p p o r t i n g  a div e r s e  gr o u p  of  an g l e r s ,  k e y  

af f i l i a t e s , an d  s ta k e h o ld e r s . F ro m  s u p p o r t i n g  gro u p s  in  t h e  

fie ld , to att e n d i n g  a va r i e t y  of  pla n n in g  se s s i o n s  

pr o v i n c e w id e , it’ s  be e n  a pr o d u c t iv e  fi rs t  ye a r .  

H a v i n g  ju s t re t u r n e d  fro m  ou r  s ta f f  for u m  in Ch a m c o o k , I  a m  

ex c i t e d  to  sh a r e  th e  fo l l o w in g  up d a t e s  fro m  ou r  te a m . En j o y !  

 

                                                                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                  Th e  Tea m  – O u t s i d e  A S F  He a d q u a r t e r s  in Ch a m c o o k ,  N B  

Re s e a r c h  – W e s t  Gr e e n l a n d  Tr a c k i n g  

Th i s  fa l l ,  AS F  an d  pa r t n e r s  re t u r n e d  to  Qa q o r t o q  fo r  ou r  fo u r t h  ye a r  of  th e  W e s t  G r e e n l a n d  tra c k i n g  

pr o g r a m . Th e  fi rs t  th r e e  ye a r s  of  th e  pr o g r a m  saw  a to t a l  of  10 2  Po p - u p  S at e l l i t e  Ar c h i v a l  Ta g s  (PS A T s )  –  1 2  

in 20 1 8 , 20  in 20 1 9  an d  70  in 20 2 1  re le a s e d . Of  th e  to t a l  10 2  PS A T  tag g e d  fi s h , 54 %  w e r e  ide n t i f ie d  to h a v e  

or ig in a t e d  fro m  No r t h  Am e r ic a n  s to c k s , w h i le  40 %  of th e m  or i g i n a t e d  fro m  G r e a t  B r i t a in  or  Ire l a n d .  

S a m p l e d  fi sh  fro m  No r t h  Am e r i c a  w e r e  fur t h e r  cla s s i f i e d / id e n t i f ie d  as  fo l l o w s :  

•  G a s p é  Pe n in s u l a  (29 % )  

•  G u l f  of  S t.  La w r e n c e  (15 % )  

•  S o u t h e r n  La b r a d o r  (27 % )  

•  Ne w f o u n d l a n d  (8% )  

•  Qu e b e c  Lo w e r No r t h  S h o r e  (8% )  

•  Un g a v a  B a y  (3 % )   

•  M a in e  (1. 6 % )  
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Jo n a t h a n  C ar r , VP of R e s e a r c h  an d  En v ir o n m e n t  

Co n t i n e n t  of  or i g i n  w a s  inc o n c lu s iv e  fo r  6%  of tag g e d  fi sh , w h i l e  

re g i o n  of  or i g i n  w a s  inc o n c l u s i v e  fo r  9%  of  No r t h  Am e r i c a n  f i s h .  

W e  ha v e  re c e i v e d  da t a  fro m  75 %  of th o s e  PS A T s , w h ic h  h a v e  

co l le c t i v e ly  yie l d e d  7,5 2 9  da y s  of po s i t io n a l ,  tem p e r a t u r e  a n d  

de p t h  da t a .   

W e  are  ple a s e d  to re p o r t th a t  20 2 2  w a s  ou r  m o s t su c c e s s f u l  

ye a r  ye t . In to t a l ,  20 9  fi sh  w e r e  tag g e d  a n d  re l e a s e d  i n 

G r e e n l a n d :  96  w i t h  PS A T s  on l y , 95  w i t h  ac o u s t ic  tag s  on l y ,  a n d  

18  fi sh  w i t h  bo t h  an  ac o u s t i c  tag  an d  a PS A T . Fis h i n g  to o k  p l a c e  

be t w e e n  S e p t e m b e r  12 t h  an d  Oc t o b e r  17 t h  ov e r  ro u g h l y  30  da y s  of  fi s h i n g . S e v e r a l  va r ia b l e s  lik e l y  al i g n e d  

to pr e s e n t  su c h  a bo u n t y  of  fi s h , inc l u d in g  va s t  am o u n t s  of pr e y  ite m s in th e  fjo r d  (k r i l l ,  ca p e l in , san d  la n c e ,  

sq u id , an d  sh r im p ) .  

Gr e e n l a n d  Sa l m o n  Co n s e r v a t i o n  Ag r e e m e n t  

 

In Ju n e  of  20 2 1 , th e  G r e e n l a n d i c  pa r t y  to  th e  ag r e e m e n t , th e  fi s h e r m a n ’ s  un io n  kn o w n  as KN A P K , re q u e s t e d  

th e  ag r e e m e n t be  su s p e n d e d  for  a ye a r . S i n c e  

th e n , AS F  ha s  w o r k e d  clo s e l y  w i t h  ou r  pa r t n e r s  

in th e  ag r e e m e n t , th e  No r t h  At la n t i c  S a l m o n  

F u n d  (N A S F )  an d  KN A P K  to ne g o t i a t e  a  

re s u m p t i o n  an d  so m e  m o d i f i c a t i o n s .  

F o r  W e s t  G r e e n l a n d , th e  co m m e r c i a l  a n d  

re c r e a t io n a l sa l m o n  fi sh in g  se a s o n s  in th e  s o u t h  

ar e  Au g u s t 1 – S e p t e m b e r  30  an d  in th e  no r t h ,  

S e p t e m b e r  1 – Oc t o b e r  31 . As  of  Oc t o b e r  2 7
t h

,  

th e  to t a l  ha r v e s t  for  al l  fi sh e r i e s  s ta n d s  at 2 4 . 5 t  

w i t h  on ly  a sm a l l re c r e a t io n a l fi sh e r y  in  t h e  

no r t h  s ti l l op e n . Th is  co m p a r e s  to  39 . 9 7 t  la s t  

ye a r  (12 , 0 0 0  sa lm o n ) .  

(Le f t  to rig h t )  BA C K :  M a l u  Ra v n  (Gr e e n la n d  Hu n t e r  a n d  

Fis h e r  O r g a n i z a t i o n : KN A P K ) , Liil i Pe t e r s e n  (Q a q o r t o q  res i d e n t , bo a t ca p t a i n ) ,  Ke n  Wh a l e n  (A S T ) ,  Ca r o l e  A n n e  Gil l i s  (G M R C )  a n d  

Ch a n t e l l e  Bu r k e  (DF O ) . Fr o n t  row :  Jon a t h a n  Ca r r a n d  He a t h e r  Pe r r y  (A S F ) .  

 

Sin c e  th e  lat e s t  G r e e n l a n d  S a lm o n  Co n s e r v a t i o n  Ag r e e m e n t  ca m e  int o  ef f e c t  in 20 1 8 , rea l  ca t c h e s  o f  

At l a n t ic  sa l m o n  in G r e e n l a n d  ha v e  de c l i n e d  fro m  re c e n t  ha r v e s t s  as hig h  as  88 t  (26 , 4 0 0  sa l m o n ) .  Cu r r e n t  

ca t c h  to t a l s  m o r e  ac c u r a t e ly  re f l e c t  to t a l  lan d i n g s  du e  to m a n d a t o r y  li ce n s i n g  an d  re p o r t i n g  re q u i r e m e n t s  

th a t th e  ag r e e m e n t he l p e d  ins t ig a t e , re p r e s e n t in g  se v e r a l th o u s a n d  w i ld  At l a n t ic  sa lm o n  sav e d  ev e r y  y e a r .  
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No v a  Sc o t ia :  D o b s o n s  La k e  Sm a l l m o u t h  B a s s  

Er a d i c a t io n   

Th i s  pa s t S e p t e m b e r , Kr is  H u n t e r an d  I pla y e d  a  

ke y  ro le  in th e  lat e s t  inv a s i v e  sp e c i e s  er a d ic a t i o n  

pr o j e c t ,  led  by  th e  No v a  S c o t ia  go v e r n m e n t ,  a t  

Do b s o n s  La k e  in th e  ea s t e r n  pa r t  of th e  pr o v i n c e .  

In th e  re c e n t  R e c r e a t io n a l Fis h in g  Ad v i s o r y  

Co m m i t t e e  (R F A C )  m e e t in g s , Inl a n d  bio l o g i s t s ,  

Jo h n  M a c M i l l a n  an d  Co l i n  B u h a r i w a l l a ,  of f e r e d  

co m p r e h e n s i v e  pr e s e n t a t i o n s  on  be h a l f  of th e  N S  

go v e r n m e n t  on  al l  th i s  pr o j e c t  en t a i l e d . W e  a r e  

re l ie v e d  to re p o r t  th a t th e  pr o v in c e  is co n f i d e n t  

th a t sm a l l m o u t h  ba s s  ar e  no  lo n g e r  pr e s e n t  w i t h i n  

Do b s o n s  La k e  an d  B la c k  Du c k  R u n .  

 

Ne w  Br u n s w i c k :  M i r a m i c h i Sm a l l m o u t h  Ba s s  Er a d ic a t i o n   

AS F  ha s  pla y e d  a lea d  ro l e  i n 

th e  hig h  pr o f i l e  M ir a m i c h i  

sm a l l m o u t h  b a s s  

er a d i c a t i o n  pr o j e c t ,  w h i c h  

ha s  be e n  ye a r s  in th e  w o r k s  

w i t h  pe r m it t i n g ,   

co n s u lt a t i o n , an d  tec h n i c a l  

pla n n in g . W it h  tw o - t h i r d s  o f  

AS F  s ta f f  inv o l v e d , th is  w a s  

an  al l - c o n s u m i n g  pr o j e c t  

th a t w a s  ex t r e m e ly  ta x i n g  

on  ou r  or g a n i z a t io n .   

W e  ar e  ha p p y  to  re p o r t  t h a t  

Ph a s e  1 ha s  b e e n  

co m p l e t e d , w h i c h  in c l u d e d  a  

ro t e n o n e  tre a t m e n t  on  7 km  of La k e  B r o o k  an d  15  km  of  th e  S o u t h w e s t  M ir a m i c h i R iv e r , as w e l l  as  t h e  

su c c e s s f u l  de a c t i v a t i o n  of ro t e n o n e  at th e  do w n s t r e a m  ex t e n t  of  th e  pr o j e c t  are a . Th e  pr o j e c t  is th e  lar g e s t  

an d  m o s t co m p l i c a t e d  riv e r i n e  aq u a t ic  inv a s i v e  sp e c i e s  er a d i c a t i o n  in Ca n a d i a n  his t o r y  an d  AS F  lea d e r s h i p  
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ha s  be e n  ins t r u m e n t a l  in br i n g i n g  it to fru i t i o n . Ke e p  an  ey e  ou t  for  th e  ne x t  iss u e  of th e  At l a n t ic  S a l m o n  

Jo u r n a l  w h e r e  th i s  pr o j e c t  is fea t u r e d .   

I m a g e : 80 m lon g  fish  mi g r a t i o n  ba r r i e r  ins t a l l e d  on  the  ma i n s t e m  of th e  S o u t h w e s t  M i r a m ic h i Riv e r  to en s u r e  A tl a n t i c  sa l m o n  

a n d  ot h e r fis h  spe c i e s  did  no t mi g r a t e  int o  th e  rot e n o n e - t r e a t e d  pr o j e c t ar e a . 

An t i g o n i s h  Riv e r s  As s o c i a t i o n  D in n e r   

AS F  w a s  ple a s e d  to at t e n d  

AR A ’ s  din n e r  th is  fa l l .  It w a s  a  

so l d - o u t ev e n t , w i t h  1 8 0  

tic k e t s  pu r c h a s e d .  

Pe r s o n a l l y ,  I ha d  th e  pr i v i l e g e  

of  jo in in g  m a n y  sk i l l e d  fly  ti e r s  

th a t ev e n i n g . B o b  M a c d o n a l d  

did  a w o n d e r f u l  j o b  

or c h e s t r a t i n g  a su c c e s s f u l f l y -

ty in g  co n c la v e  at th e  en t r a n c e  

of  th e  din n e r .  

A liv e ly  nig h t  w h e r e  ou r  t e a m  

sh a r e d  ho w  re f r e s h i n g  it  w a s  

to re s u m e  in- p e r s o n  din n e r s  

an d  re - c o n n e c t  w it h  frie n d s .  

Th a n k  yo u !   

In clo s in g  

Th e  An t i g o n i s h  R iv e r s  As s o c ia t io n  an d  its  de d ic a t e d  vo l u n t e e r s  ar e  w e l l kn o w n  for  de c a d e s  of  ri v e r  

re s t o r a t i o n  an d  en h a n c e m e n t , bu t  als o  co m m u n i t y  en g a g e m e n t  an d  th o u g h t f u l m e n t o r s h i p . A R A ’ s  

pa s s io n a t e  co r e  ha s  att r a c t e d  m a n y  yo u t h  an d  ne w  an g l e r s  to th e  sa lm o n  fra t e r n i t y  ov e r  th e  ye a r s ,  a n d  

ev e n  to ca r e e r s  in co n s e r v a t i o n .  

W it h o u t de v o t e d  gr o u p s  lik e  th e  AR A  - th e  riv e r , th e  fi sh , an d  m a n y  of  us  w o u ld  no t be  w h e r e  w e  are  to d a y .  

I loo k  for w a r d  to  co n t i n u in g  to pa r t n e r  w it h  AR A  fo r  m a n y  ye a r s  to co m e . Th a n k  yo u !  

Yo u r s  in Co n s e r v a t i o n ,  

De i r d r e  G r e e n   



A n t i g o n i s h  Ri v e r s  20 2 2  

 

                        

 

 

Fo r  th e  Fi l m  Bu f f s  

 

Th e  s to r y  of  a fo u r - l e g g e d  Ca p e  B r e t o n  sa lm o n  gu i d e  is an  of f i c i a l  sel e c t i o n  in th e  20 2 3  In t e r n a t i o n a l  F l y  

Fis h i n g  Fi lm  F e s t iv a l .   

  

Th e  AS F  x Or v is  pr o d u c t io n , pr o d u c e d  by  fi lm m a k e r  Tim  M y e r s  an d  AS F ’ s  No v a  S c o t ia  pr o g r a m  dir e c t o r  

Di e r d r e  G r e e n  tel l s  th e  s to r y  of El l a ,  a go l d e n  re t r ie v e r  m ix  fro m  Ca p e  B r e t o n  w h o  w a l k s  alo n e  ev e r y  da y  t o  

Do l l a r  Po o l  on  th e  M a r g a r e e  Riv e r  w h e r e  sh e  w a t c h e s  pe o p l e  fi s h  an d  po in t s  to w h e r e  sa l m o n  ar e  lay in g .    

  

Th e  sh o r t do c u m e n t a r y  fea t u r e s  leg e n d a r y  M a r g a r e e  G u id e  R o b e r t  Ch ia s s o n  an d  El l a ’ s  fam i l y ,  te l l i n g  t h e  

sto r y  of th e i r  re m a r k a b l e  po o c h . It w i l l  be  sh o w n  aro u n d  No r t h  Am e r ic a  in th e  IF 4  ser i e s  of  fil m s  – p r o o f  

th a t no t  ev e r y  fi sh in g  m o v i e  ne e d s  to be  ab o u t  fi sh .    

  

To  lea r n  m o r e , ch e c k  ou t  th e  fes t i v a l ’ s  w e b s i t e :  ht t p s : / / w w w . f l y f i l m f e s t . c o m /  
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Sm a l lm o u t h  Ba s s  Er a d ic a t i o n  Pr o j e c t : No v a  Sc o t i a  

Do b s o n s  La k e  an d  P i p e r  

La k e  Sm a l l m o u t h  B a s s  

Er a d i c a t i o n  Pr o j e c t  

Up d a t e s  

Ag a in , th i s  ye a r , In l a n d  

Fis h e r i e s  ha s  b e e n  

w o r k in g  di l ig e n t l y  o n  

co m p l e t in g  an o t h e r  

sm a l l m o u t h  b a s s  

er a d i c a t i o n  pr o j e c t .  

S m a l l m o u t h  ba s s  w e r e  

co n f i r m e d  in Do b s o n s  

La k e  ne a r  Ca n s o ,  

G u y s b o r o u g h  Co u n t y ,  i n 

M a y  20 2 0 .  Th e  la k e  

su p p o r t s  a po p u l a r  

sp r i n g t i m e  an d  e a r l y  

su m m e r  br o o k  t r o u t  

fi s h e r y .  Do b s o n s  La k e  is a he a d w a t e r  lak e  of  th e  Co l e  H a r b o u r  Riv e r  sy s t e m  an d  is co n n e c t e d  to  14  o t h e r  

lak e s , inc l u d i n g  Co o e y c o f f  La k e , th a t  is kn o w n  to pr o v id e  ex c e l l e n t  an g l i n g  fo r  br o o k  tro u t .  Im m e d i a t e l y  

af t e r  sm a l l m o u t h  ba s s  w e r e  co n f i r m e d  in Do b s o n s  La k e , se v e r a l  m e a s u r e s  w e r e  im p l e m e n t e d  as  a pa r t  o f  

th e  aq u a t ic  inv a s iv e  sp e c i e s  ra p i d  re s p o n s e  pla n .  Th e  rap id  re s p o n s e  pla n  inc l u d e d  su r v e y s  to  as s e s s  t h e  

dis t r ib u t io n  of sm a l l m o u t h  ba s s , an g l in g  an d  ele c t r o f i s h i n g  rem o v a l s ,  as w e l l  as th e  ins t a l l a t i o n  of ba r r i e r s  

to pr e v e n t m ig r a t i o n  of  sm a l l m o u t h  to do w n s t r e a m  w a t e r s .  

Th i s  pa s t  S e p t e m b e r , In la n d  Fis h e r i e s  

w o r k e d  w it h  loc a l vo l u n t e e r s  fro m  t h e  

Ea s t e r n  G u y s b o r o u g h  Co u n t y  Do b s o n s  

La k e / C o o e y c o f f  Vo lu n t e e r  As s o c i a t i o n  a n d  

At l a n t ic  S a lm o n  F e d e r a t io n  to a p p l y  

ro t e n o n e  to Do b s o n s  La k e  an d  B la c k  D u c k  

R u n . Un l ik e  th e  Pip e r  La k e  Pr o j e c t ,  th e  la k e  

co u ld  no t  be  bl o c k e d  of f  an d  w a t e r  he ld  b a c k  

w h i l e  ro t e n o n e  de g r a d e d  na t u r a l l y . Ins t e a d ,  

w a t e r lea v i n g  Bla c k  Du c k  R u n  w a s  tre a t e d  

w i t h  po t a s s iu m  pe r m a n g a n a t e  – w h i c h  i s  

us e d  to de a c t i v a t e  ro t e n o n e . As  w a t e r  

te m p e r a t u r e s  dr o p p e d , th e  na t u r a l  

de g r a d a t i o n  of  ro t e n o n e  slo w e d ,  a n d  
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de a c t i v a t i o n  to o k  lo n g e r  th a n  ex p e c t e d . Wh e n  H u r r ic a n e  Fio n a  arr i v e d  an d  br o u g h t  he a v y  ra in , ro t e n o n e  

w a s  di l u t e d  to  a lev e l  th a t  w a s  vi r t u a l ly  un t r a c e a b le . In 20 2 3 , w e  w i l l  co n t i n u e  to m o n it o r  Do b s o n s  La k e  t o  

be  ce r t a in  th e  er a d ic a t i o n  w a s  su c c e s s f u l .  

Pip e r  La k e  m o n i t o r in g  co n t in u e d  in 2 0 2 2  

an d  In la n d  Fis h e r ie s  is ce r t a in  t h a t  

sm a l l m o u t h  ba s s  er a d i c a t io n  w a s  

ac h ie v e d . Al l ba r r i e r s  ha v e  be e n  re m o v e d  

fro m  th e  lak e  ou t f lo w  an d  na t u r a l  

co n n e c t i v i t y  ha s  be e n  res t o r e d .  

Ec o s y s t e m  m o n i t o r in g  co n t i n u e s  at P i p e r  

La k e  as  w e  tra c k  th e  re c o l o n iz a t io n  o f  

pla n k t o n , inv e r t e b r a t e , an d  f i s h  

co m m u n i t i e s . Th i s  se a s o n , w e  co n f i r m e d  

th e  pr e s e n c e  of  cre e k  ch u b  re t u r n in g  t o  

th e  lak e  na t u r a l l y  by  m i g r a t i n g  up s t r e a m  

th r o u g h  co n n e c t e d  str e a m s . W e  w i l l  

co n t i n u e  to m o n it o r  Pip e r  La k e  in 2 0 2 3  

an d  w i l l  be  w o r k i n g  w i t h  th e  loc a l ri v e r s  

ass o c i a t i o n s  on  a pla n  to  de c o m m is s io n  th e  be r m .  

An d r e w  Lo w le s  

M a n a g e r , R e s o u r c e  M a n a g e m e n t  

In la n d  Fis h e r i e s  

 

Ed . If yo u  at t e n d e d  th i s  fal l ’s  R F A C  m e e t i n g s  th e n  yo u  ha d  a ch a n c e  to see  th e  fu l l  sl id e s h o w  pr e s e n t a t i o n  o f  

th i s  pr o je c t . Th e  am o u n t  of e f f o r t ,  tim e , de d ic a t io n , an d  fu n d i n g  ne e d e d  w a s  en o r m o u s .  Th is  is a lar g e  a n d  

pr i s t i n e  ha b it a t  fo r  br o o k  tro u t  an d  At l a n t i c  sa lm o n .  Th e  los s  of  th i s  res o u r c e  to an  inv a s i v e  sp e c ie s  w o u l d  

ha v e  be e n  tra g i c .  Ne w s l e t t e r co n s t r a i n t s  re a l ly  do n ’ t  do  jus t i c e  to th i s  pr o j e c t . If yo u  ge t  th e  ch a n c e  w a t c h  

th e  sl id e s h o w .  G r e a t  job !  

 

                                                               
                                                                                            M a l o r i e  Cr i s p o  ph o t o  

                                                                   

       *   No v a  Sc o t ia  Fis h in g  Lic e n c e s   fo r  20 2 3  w i l l  be  av a i l a b l e  in M a r c h  bo t h  at ret a i l e r s  an d  on l in e .        

 ht t p s : / / s p o r t f i s h i n g . n o v a s c o t ia . c a /                                  
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                                                    S t e e l h e a d  Ra b b i t  M a t u k a  Fl y  

Ar t i c l e  an d  ph o t o g r a p h s  by  M a r k  D o r t  

 

 

A si m p l e  an d  eff e c t i v e  pa t t e r n  tha t  at t r a c t s  bi g fi s h !  Wh o  wo u l d  ha v e  gu e s s e d  tha t  a fl y tie d  to fi sh  the  lak e s  of Ne w  Ze a l a n d  

wo u l d  ha v e  suc h  an i mp a c t  on mu l t i p l e  spe c i e s  at an y  ti m e  of ye a r ?   
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Th e  St e e l h e a d  Ma t u k a  is a re v i s e d  ve r s i o n  of the  Ne w  Ze a l a n d  me t h o d  of Ma t u k a  fli e s . The  tra d i t i o n a l Ma t u k a  fl y u s e s  

fe a t h e r s  for  the  wi n g ,  bu t  the  st e e l h e a d  

ve r s i o n  use s  a rab b i t st r i p . Al t h o u g h  t h e  

pa t t e r n  ha s  be e n  dub b e d  a "st e e l h e a d "  fl y i t  

ha s pro v e d  eff e c t i v e  for  ma n y  spe c i e s .  In  i t s 

si m p l e s t for m  t he  Ma t u k a  fl y  is a rab b i t  st r i p  

se c u r e d  ove r  a dub b e d  bod y wi t h  a fe a t h e r  

c o l l a r .  

Al o n g  the  No r t h  Sho r e  of No v a  Sc o t i a , you  c a n  

tar g e t  ma n y  sp e c i e s  wi t h  a St e e l h e a d  Ma t u k a  

fl y.  Ma n y  ang l e r s  oft e n  use  a si m i l a r  Zo n k e r  

st y l e  fl y wi t h  a c on e  he a d  for  tro u t  in  t h e  

Spr i n g . Ho w e v e r , the  St e e l h e a d  Ma t u k a  fl y i s 

e qu a l l y  eff e c t i v e  in the  fal l for  At l a n t i c  Sa l m o n .  

 

Th e  be n e f i t s  of rab b i t  fur  

Ra b b i t  fur  wi l l ab s o r b  wa t e r  and  st a y  und e r  t h e  

wa t e r  sur f a c e  on the  sw i n g / s t r i p .  It is a g o o d  

al t e r n a t i v e  to ma r a b o u . Ma r a b o u  fl i e s  are  oft e n  ligh t  and  fi sh e d  eff e c t i v e l y  on  a si n k  ti p line . St e e l h e a d  Ma t u k a  st y l e  fl i e s  

c an  be fi sh e d  on  a fl o a t i n g  line  wi t h o u t  ad d i n g  the  we i g h t .  Th e  rab b i t  fur  ha s a gre a t pu l s a t i n g  ac t i o n  an d  sw i m s  fl aw l e s s l y .  

On c e  wa t e r l o g g e d , the  rab b i t  fur  sof t e n s  an d  cre a t e s  a fl y wi t h  bu l k  and  wi t h  fi sh  tri g g e r i n g  ac t i o n .  St e e l h e a d  Ma t u k a  fl i e s  

are  du r a b l e  and  e as y to ti e . 

 

Ty i n g  re c o m m e n d a t i o n s  an d  be s t  pra c t i c e s  

W h e n  se c u r i n g  the  rab b i t  st r i p ,  I use  Se m p e r f l i na n o  sil k  tyi n g  thr e a d  to se c u r e  the  rab b i t  st r i p  at the  bac k  and  the n  a g a i n  

at the  fro n t . An  al t e r n a t i v e  wo u l d  be to use  a li gh t  wi r e  wr a p p e d  thr o u g h  the  bo d y  of the  fl y to se c u r e  the  rab b i t  st r i p .  I  

pre f e r  no t to use  wi r e  as it c an  tra p  the  rab b i t  fur .  

Be f o r e  tyi n g  in t he  rab b i t st r i p  I like  t o ad d  kry s t a l fl a s h  in the  tai l and  dou b l e  it ov e r  to cre a t e  st i f f n e s s . Th i s wi l l pre v e n t  

the  rab b i t  st r i p  tai l fro m  wr a p p i n g  the  sha f t  o f t he  hoo k  wh e n  cas t i n g .  Ad d i n g  a br i g h t  co l o r e d  bu t t  on the  fl y al s o  h e l p s  

ke e p  the  rab b i t  st r i p  in pl a c e  and  ad d s  a bi t o f co l o r  wh i l e  cre a t i n g  a st r i k e  zon e  on the  fl y.  

Th e  le n g t h  of rab b i t  st r i p  tai l is an  an g l e r ’ s  pre f e r e n c e :  ho w e v e r ,  a ge n e r a l ru l e  of thu m b  is the  tai l le n g t h  to be equ a l  t o  

the  le n g t h  of the  bod y  of the  fl y . If the  t ai l is to o  lon g  the  rab b i t  st r i p  tai l wi l l tan g l e  wh e n  c as t i n g  an d  if to o  sho r t  the  t a i l  

wi l l ha v e  li m i t e d  pu l s a t i n g  ac t i o n .  St e e l h e a d  Ma t u k a  fli e s  are  oft e n  ti e d  on  a up eye  sa l m o n  ho o k . I pre f e r  to use  a he a v y  

wi r e  ho o k  suc h  as a #4 Ga m a k a t s u  or AH R E X  e qu i v a l e n t .  

Th e  St e e l h e a d  Ma t u k a  fl y  c an  be fi sh e d  on  the  sw i n g  and  in in sl o w e r  wa t e r  wi t h  a sal t w a t e r  st r i p  wi l l dr i v e  it s eff e c t i v e n e s s .  
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Ste e l h e a d  M a t u k a  Fl y c om p o s i t i o n  

Bo d y  – my l a r , br i g h t  c o l o r e d  wo o l / y a r n  

(so a k s  wa t e r  we l l ) , dub b i n g , ov a l bra i d  

W i n g / t a i l – rab b i t  zon k e r  st r i p  a n d  

kry s t a l fl a s h . Bar r e d  zon k e r  st r i p s  al s o  

ad d  a ni c e  tou c h .  

Co l l a r  – sad d l e  hac k l e ,  gu i n e a  f o w l  

fe a t h e r s , rab b i t  fur  fi b e r s .  A di f f e r e n t  

c o l o r  thr o a t  c an  be ad d e d  t o  

pe r s o n a l i z e  the  fl y.  Jun g l e  coc k  c a n  be  

ad d e d  for  eye s  if pre f e r r e d .    Fa v o r i t e  

c o l o r s  – gre e n  sli m e , Bl u e / B l a c k ,  

P ur p l e / p i n k   

 

 

“W e  to o k  th a t  as  a go o d  s ig n ” - I n  Pr a is e  of  Sa l m o n  

By  D o n  M a c L e a n  

Th e  F a l l  sa lm o n  se a s o n  is a m o n t h  

be h i n d  us  as I pu t m y  ge a r  a w a y  

an d  ch e c k  w h i c h  pa t t e r n s  I ne e d  t o  

tie  th i s  w i n t e r  to re f i l l  m y  fly  bo x e s .   

F o r  m e  it w a s  an  op p o r t u n it y  t o  

sp e n d  so m e  w o n d e r f u l  tim e  on  t h e  

w a t e r w it h  fri e n d s  an d  to ce le b r a t e  

lan d i n g  m y  fi r s t sa l m o n  in a  f e w  

ye a r s . As  I g r o w  old e r ,  I a ls o  f i n d  

m y s e l f  of t e n  ref le c t i n g  on  t h e  

w o r ld  of  th e  At l a n t i c  sa lm o n  a n d  

th e  ro le  it ha s  pla y e d  in m y  life .  I  

am  no w  re t i r e d  fo r  se v e n  ye a r s  af t e r  sp e n d in g  alm o s t  fo r t y  ye a r s  in va r i o u s  as p e c t s  of fi sh e r ie s  r e l a t e d  

w o r k , m u c h  of ass o c i a t e d  w it h  sp o r t fi sh in g  fo r  tro u t  an d  sa l m o n . B e f o r e  th a t  I sp e n t  tw o  ye a r s  do in g  m y  

m a s t e r s  on  At l a n t ic  sa lm o n  in Ne w f o u n d la n d . Th a t  tim e  sp e n t  pr o f e s s i o n a l l y  on  sa l m o n  pa le s  in co m p a r i s o n  

to th e  tim e  I’v e  sp e n t  fly  fi sh in g  an d  fly  tyi n g , m u c h  of  it fo c u s e d  on  At la n t ic  sa l m o n . W h i le  m y  w o r k - r e l a t e d  

co n n e c t i o n s  to sa l m o n  are  dim m i n g  m y  int e r e s t  in ty i n g  flie s  an d  fi s h i n g  for  At la n t i c  sa l m o n  co n t i n u e s  

un a b a t e d . In fac t ,  as th e  ye a r ’ s  pr o g r e s s , th e  ple a s u r e  I ge t  fro m  fly  fi sh in g  an d  fly  ty in g  on l y  gr o w s .  

I kn o w  I am  no t  alo n e  in m y  lov e  of  al l  th i n g s  re la t e d  to At la n t i c  sa lm o n .  At l a n t i c  sa l m o n  ha v e  lon g  be e n  a n  

ico n i c  sp e c ie s  w h ic h  fas c in a t e d  pe o p l e  w it h  lon g  m i g r a t i o n s  fro m  th e i r  ho m e  w a t e r s  to  fee d  be f o r e  

re t u r n in g  to  th e  riv e r s  w h e r e  th e y  w e r e  sp a w n e d  to re p e a t  th e  pr o c e s s . Th e  sa l m o n ’ s  tie s  to No v a  S c o t i a  
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ar e  ba s e d  on  ge o l o g ic a l  an d  cl im a t ic  ev e n t s  w h i c h  to g e t h e r  for m e d  th e  aq u a t ic  en v ir o n m e n t w e  ha v e  to d a y .  

Cr e a t e d  by  th e  co l l i s io n  of co n t i n e n t s  40 0  m i l l io n  ye a r s  ag o , No v a  S c o t ia  ha s  ro c k s  w h ic h  w e r e  on c e  pa r t  o f  

Af r ic a , ot h e r s  fro m  No r t h  Am e r ic a  an d  so m e  w h ic h  re s u l t e d  fro m  th e  vo lc a n ic  ac t i v i t y  w h i c h  oc c u r r e d  i n 

th e  m i l l io n s  of ye a r s  sin c e .  Th e  re s u l t in g  m a s s  of ro c k  an d  lav a  co o l e d  an d , w it h  th e  pa s s a g e  of m i l l io n s  o f  

se a s o n s , life  ca m e  to th e  lan d . Th e n , 75 , 0 0 0  ye a r s  ag o , life  an d  lan d f o r m s  dis a p p e a r e d  as th e  pr o v i n c e  it s e l f  

dis a p p e a r e d , un d e r  th e  w e ig h t  of hu n d r e d s  of  m e t e r s  of ice , no t  on c e , bu t  fou r  tim e s . Th e  las t ice  of  t h e  

W is c o n s in  G la c i a t i o n  re t r e a t e d  fro m  No v a  S co t i a  12 , 0 0 0  ye a r s  ag o , a he a r t b e a t  of  tim e  in th e  tim e  clo c k  o f  

th e  co s m o s , an d  li fe  be g a n  ag a i n .  

 

Fis h  m a y  ha v e  be e n  th e  fi r s t  to an i m a l s  to re t u r n , sw im m i n g  up  riv e r s  of gla c i a l  m e l t w a t e r  fro m  re f u g e  

ar e a s  far t h e r  S o u t h . Th e s e  fre s h w a t e r  riv e r s  so o n  re t r e a t e d  as th e  ice  m e l t e d  an d  th e  lan d  ro s e , re b o u n d i n g  

as th e  gre a t w e i g h t  of ice  re c e d e d . No w  a lm o s t  su r r o u n d e d  by  th e  se a  th e  on ly  fre s h w a t e r  fi s h  in t h e  

pr o v i n c e  w e r e  th e  on e s  w h i c h  ha d  be e n  ab l e  to co l o n iz e  ov e r  gla c ia l m e l t  w a t e r . F ro m  no w  on  on l y  f i s h  

w h ic h  co u l d  su r v iv e  fo r  a pe r i o d  of  tim e  in sa l t w a t e r  w o u l d  be  ab l e  to na t u r a l l y  co l o n iz e  No v a  S co t ia ’ s  la k e s  

an d  riv e r s .  

Th e  leg a c y  of th i s  gla c i a l  his t o r y  is th a t  on ly  a ha n d f u l  of  fi sh  sp e c i e s  ar e  fo u n d  in ou r  fre s h w a t e r  lak e s  a n d  

s tr e a m s . Th i r t y - s e v e n  fi s h  sp e c i e s  ar e  fou n d  in ou r  w a t e r s , an d  fo u r  of th e m , br o w n  tro u t , ra in b o w  tr o u t ,  

sm a l l m o u t h  ba s s  an d  ch a i n  pic k e r e l are  lat e  ar r iv a l s ,  th e  re s u l t of  hu m a n  int e r v e n t io n  in th e  las t  o n e  

hu n d r e d  ye a r s .  

Th i s  sm a l l  sp e c i e s  m i x  pa le s  in co m p a r i s o n  to  t h e  

ov e r 30 0  sp e c i e s  of  fi s h  w h i c h  ar e  fo u n d  in t h e  

co a s t a l an d  m a r i n e  w a t e r s  su r r o u n d i n g  No v a  S c o t i a .   

At l a n t ic  sa lm o n  m a y  ha v e  be e n  on e  of th e  f i r s t  

co l o n iz e r s  of  ou r  riv e r s . Ov e r  tim e  th e y  be c a m e  w e l l  

es t a b l i s h e d  in th e  pr o v in c e  an d  ha v e  lon g  be e n  a n  

ico n i c  sp e c i e s . I am  rem i n d e d  of th i s  w h e n  I vis i t  t h e  

M a r g a r e e  H a t c h e r y  an d  ad m i r e  th e  At la n t i c  sa l m o n  

ha n g i n g  fro m  th e  ce i l i n g . Wh e n  I w a s  em p lo y e d  w i t h  

th e  No v a  S co t ia  De p t . of Fis h e r i e s  w e  w a n t e d  to up d a t e  th e  or i g i n a l Fi r s t Na t i o n s ’ dis p la y  in th e  Vis i t o r ’ s  

Ce n t r e  at th e  M a r g a r e e  H a t c h e r y . W e  kn e w  th e  im p o r t a n t  ro l e  At l a n t ic  sa l m o n  pla y e d  in th e  fo o d , so c i a l ,  

an d  ce r e m o n ia l life  of  Fi r s t  Na t io n s  so w e  tu r n e d  for  ad v i c e  to th e  lat e  Ch a r l ie  De n n i s  w h o , at th a t  ti m e ,  

w a s  ex e c u t iv e  di r e c t o r of  th e  U’ n a m a k i In s t i t u t e  of  Na t u r a l R e s o u r c e s . Ch a r l i e  pu t  us  in to u c h  w i t h  t h e  

ap p r o p r ia t e  pe o p le  w h i c h  re s u lt e d  in th e  dis p la y  yo u  se e  th e r e  to d a y . B u t  he  w e n t ev e n  fur t h e r  a n d  

co n t a c t e d  M a r y  F ra n c i s ,  his  au n t , an d  a w e l l - k n o w n  ba s k e t m a k e r , to se e  if sh e  co u ld  cra f t  sa l m o n  for  t h e  

dis p l a y . M a r y  an d  he r  so n  Vir i c k  w e r e  up  to th e  ch a l le n g e . I th i n k  th a t it is esp e c i a l l y  sy m b o l ic  th a t  th e y  u s e d  

an o t h e r  ico n ic  sp e c i e s  of g r e a t  sig n i f ic a n c e  to Fi r s t Na t io n s  co m m u n it i e s , B la c k  As h , to cra f t  th e s e  fi s h . I  h a d  

th e  go o d  fo r t u n e  to m e e t  w i t h  M a r y  an d  Vir i c k  at th e ir  ho m e  in Esk a s o n i w h e n  I w a s  w r i t i n g  m y  bo o k  o n  

tra d it i o n a l  art s ,  c r a f t s  an d  tra d e s  of  At l a n t ic  Ca n a d a . I as k e d  M a r y  ab o u t  th e  pr o je c t an d  sh e  to l d  m e  t h a t  

w h e n  Ch a r l i e  fi rs t  ap p r o a c h e d  he r  sh e  w a s  ini t ia l l y  re lu c t a n t  bu t to g e t h e r  sh e  an d  Vir i c k  to o k  on  t h e  

ch a l l e n g e . S h e  als o  to l d  m e  th a t w h e n  th e y  ca m e  to ha n g  th e  sa l m o n  at th e  Vis i t o r s ’  Ce n t r e , af t e r  ha n g i n g  

th e  fi s h , th e  fi r s t th in g  th e  sa l m o n  did  w a s  to sw i n g  to w a r d  th e  riv e r  an d  sh e  to ld  m e , “W e  to o k  th a t  a s  a  

go o d  sig n . ”  M a r y  ha s  sin c e  pa s s e d  aw a y  bu t  th e  sa lm o n  th e y  cr a f t e d  s ti l l fac e  th e  M a r g a r e e  an d  ar e  a  
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te s t a m e n t  no t on l y  to  th e  sp e c ie s  bu t  als o  to  th e  sk i l l e d  ha n d s  of th e i r  m a k e r s .  

Th e  sig n i f ic a n c e  an d  im p o r t a n c e  of  At la n t ic  sa lm o n  cu t s  ac r o s s  cu l t u r e s  an d  ha s  a lon g  his t o r y . Th e r e  a r e  

ca v e  dr a w in g s  of At l a n t ic  sa lm o n  in F ra n c e  an d  th e  At la n t i c  sa lm o n ’s  sci e n t i f i c  na m e , S a l m o  sa l a r ,  is cre d i t e d  

to R o m a n  tro o p s  w h o , w h e n  th e y  w e r e  

inv a d i n g  B r i t a i n , ob s e r v e d  si lv e r y  fi sh  lea p i n g  

in th e  riv e r s  an d  na m e d  th e m  sa l a r ,  or  lea p e r ,  

fro m  th e  La t in  S a l i i o — t o  lea p .  Th e  R o m a n s  

ar e  als o  cr e d i t e d  w it h  int r o d u c i n g  Ch r i s t i a n i t y  

to B r i t a i n , bu t  lon g  be f o r e  th e i r  arr i v a l  t h e  

na t iv e  re s i d e n t s , th e  Ce lt s ,  ha d  th e ir  o w n  

be l i e f s  in w h i c h  At l a n t i c  sa lm o n  pla y e d  a n  

im p o r t a n t  r o l e .  

Th e  lice n c e  pla t e  on  m y  tru c k  su p p o r t s  t h e  

Of f i c e  of  G a e l ic  Af f a i r s  in No v a  S co t ia . It  w a s  

on e  of a se r i e s  w h i c h  su p p o r t s  va r i o u s  gr o u p s , inc l u d i n g  an  en v ir o n m e n t pla t e  w i t h  a pip in g  plo v e r , F i r s t  

Na t i o n s  an d  Ac a d ia n  pla t e s  as w e l l as on e  w h i c h  su p p o r t s  loc a l fo o d  pr o d u c t io n . In m y  ca s e  th e  lic e n c e  p l a t e  

pr o c l a im s  th a t  I am  fro m  Al b a  Nu a h - G a e l i c  fo r  Ne w  S c o t la n d , an d  it a ls o  ha s  th e  im a g e  of a lea p in g  sa l m o n  

on  it. Th e  At la n t i c  sa l m o n  is th e  sym b o l  fo r  G a e l i c  Af f a i r s  No v a  S c o t ia  an d  it w a s  se l e c t e d  as  a sy m b o l  

be c a u s e  of  th e  hig h  re g a r d  it w a s  he ld  in th e  Ce l t ic  w o r ld . Th e  Ce l t s  ha d  a de e p  sp i r i t u a l i t y  w h i c h  ha s  a  

his t o r y  ru n n in g  ba c k  fo r  ce n t u r ie s . Th e y  re v e r e d  na t u r e  an d  att a c h e d  sp e c ia l  sig n i f ic a n c e  to  fea t u r e s  s u c h  

as ro c k s , hi l l s ,  sp r in g s  an d  gro v e s  of tre e s - a l l  w e r e  w o r s h i p p e d  bu t th e y  at t a c h e d  sp e c i a l  sig n i f i c a n c e  t o  

At l a n t ic  sa lm o n . M u c h  of it w a s  at t a c h e d  to  t h e  

sa l m o n ’ s  life  cy c le  w i t h  th e i r  ab i l i t y  to m o v e  be t w e e n  

tw o  w o r l d s - t h a t  of  fre s h  w a t e r  an d  sa l t  w a t e r  co m b i n e d  

w i t h  th e  fac t th a t  th e y  ap p e a r e d  in th e  riv e r s  on  a  

re c u r r in g  ba s i s ,  al l  he l d  sp e c i a l  fas c i n a t i o n . M a n y  w i l l  b e  

fam i l ia r  w i t h  th e  Ce l t i c  leg e n d  of Fin n  M c C o u l  w h o  

ca u g h t , an d  at e , th e  sa lm o n  of  kn o w l e d g e  an d , as  a  

re s u l t ,  ga i n e d  al l  th e  kn o w le d g e  in th e  w o r l d .  

W h e n  yo u  loo k  at th e  sta t e  of  At l a n t ic  sa l m o n  sto c k s  aro u n d  th e  w o r l d  yo u  m i g h t be  tem p t e d  to th i n k  w e  

ha v e  los t ou r  kn o w l e d g e  of  w h a t no t  on l y  At la n t i c  sa l m o n , bu t  al l of  na t u r e  re q u ir e s , a he a l t h y  en v ir o n m e n t .  

G lo b a l w a r m in g  an d  cl im a t e  ch a n g e  ar e  on l y  th e  lat e s t th r e a t s .  

As  an g l e r s  w e  ne e d  to pla y  a sp e c ia l  ro le  by  ra i s in g  aw a r e n e s s , no t  on ly  of th e  fi s h  bu t  to als o  en c o u r a g e  

th e  sh a r i n g  of re s e a r c h , sti m u l a t e  inv e s t m e n t  in co n s e r v a t i o n  ef f o r t s  an d  ra i s e  br o a d  pu b l i c  kn o w le d g e  o f  

th e  cri s i s  fac i n g  m a n y  po p u la t io n s  of  sa lm o n .  W e  ne e d  to  re c o g n iz e  th a t  co l l a b o r a t i n g  an d  sh a r i n g  

kn o w l e d g e  is es s e n t i a l  to lea r n  ho w  be s t to  he l p  sa lm o n  by  dr a w i n g  on  sci e n c e , Ind ig e n o u s  kn o w le d g e ,  a n d  

th e  ex p e r ie n c e  of  an g le r s ,  fi sh e r s , po l i c y  m a k e r s , res o u r c e  m a n a g e r s  an d  ot h e r s  w o r k i n g  to co n s e r v e  a n d  

pr o t e c t  sa l m o n . Wh il e  m a n y  ef f o r t s  ne e d  to be  dir e c t e d  at glo b a l  th r e a t s  of t e n  so lu t io n s  re q u i r e  l o c a l  

ac t io n . B y  ac t i n g  loc a l l y ,  ou r  co m b in e d  ef f o r t s  ca n  m a k e  a big  di f f e r e n c e  an d  th e  An t i g o n is h  R i v e r s  

As s o c i a t i o n  is an  ex c e l l e n t  ex a m p le  of a loc a l  g ro u p  w o r k i n g  to g e t h e r  to he l p  tro u t  an d  sa l m o n  in Ea s t e r n  

No v a  S co t i a . I am  alw a y s  im p r e s s e d  by  th e  AR A ’ s  w o r k  to co n s e r v e  an d  en h a n c e  sp o r t  fi sh , an d  th e i r  ha b i t a t ,  
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as w e l l  as  yo u r  pr o g r a m s  to im p r o v e  ac c e s s  to sp o r t  fi s h i n g  as w e l l  as int r o d u c e  ne w  an g le r s  to  th e  sp o r t .  

Ke e p  up  th e  go o d  w o r k !  

Co m p l i m e n t s  of  th e  se a s o n  to ev e r y o n e , an d  al l  th e  be s t  in 20 2 3 .  

Ph o t o  cr e d i t s  1. Re d d i t t 2. A v o n  Riv e r  3. Hi s t o r i c a l S oc i e t y  4. Go v e r n m e n t of No v a  S co t ia  

 

Ed . Do n ’ s  bo o k s  ma k e  exc e l l e n t gif t s  an d  the r e  is som e t h i n g  for  eve r y o n e  in the  lat e s t 

W it h  Th e s e  Ha n d s : Tr a d i t i o n a l Ar t s , Cr a f t s  an d  Tra d e s  of At l a n t i c  Ca n a d a  

 

 

 

 

AR A  Ch r i s t m a s  Ne w s l e t t e r  

Gu l f  Pr io r i t y  R iv e r s  Pr o j e c t Up d a t e  fro m  N o v a  

Sc o t i a  Sa l m o n  As s o c i a t i o n   

F o r  th e  pa s t  ne a r ly  4 ye a r s ,  th e  G u l f  Pr i o r i t i e s  Ri v e r s  

Pr o j e c t  ha s  se r v e d  as  a to u c h  sto n e  fo r  co l la b o r a t i o n  

am o n g  loc a l riv e r  as s o c i a t i o n s  an d  ind i g e n o u s - l e d  

or g a n i z a t io n s  to bo o s t  re c o v e r y  pla n n i n g  an d  ha b i t a t  

re s t o r a t i o n  w it h  At l a n t ic  sa lm o n  an d  ot h e r  aq u a t i c  sp e c ie s  of co n c e r n , s u c h  as Am e r i c a n  ee l an d  At l a n t i c  

s tu r g e o n , foc u s i n g  on  th e  W e s t  an d  S o u t h  R iv e r s  of An t i g o n i s h  an d  th e  M a b o u  an d  M a r g a r e e  in C a p e  

B r e t o n .  
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Le d  by  th e  No v a  S c o t ia  S a l m o n  As s o c ia t i o n , an d  fun d e d  in pa r t  by  th e  Ca n a d a  Na t u r e  F u n d  for  Aq u a t i c  

S p e c i e s  at Ris k , th e  An t ig o n is h  R iv e r s  As s o c i a t i o n , In v e r n e s s  S o u t h  An g l e r s  As s o c i a t i o n , M a r g a r e e  S a l m o n  

As s o c i a t i o n , th e  Un a m a ’ k i  In s t i t u t e  of Na t u r a l R e s o u r c e s  an d  th e  Co n f e d e r a c y  of  M a i n l a n d  M i ' k m a q  -  

M i 'k m a w  Co n s e r v a t io n  G r o u p  ha v e  be e n  pa r t n e r s  in th i s  ini t i a t i v e  w h i c h  ha s  re s u lt e d  in sig n i f i c a n t  ha b i t a t  

re s t o r a t i o n , m o n i t o r in g , ca p a c i t y  bu i ld in g , an d  inc r e a s e d  ap p r e c i a t i o n  fo r ,  an d  int e g r a t io n  of ,  M i ’ k m a w  

kn o w l e d g e  an d  va l u e s .   

Th e r e  ha v e  be e n  m a n y  asp e c t s  to  th i s  pr o j e c t ,  an d  th e  riv e r  as s o c i a t i o n  pa r t n e r s , un d e r  th e  te c h n i c a l  

su p p o r t  an d  gu i d a n c e  of  th e  NS S A  (an d  its  Ad o p t  A Str e a m  pr o g r a m )  ha d  fo u r  bu s y  an d  pr o d u c t iv e  ye a r s ,  

co m p l e t in g  im p o r t a n t  an n u a l  w a t e r  tem p e r a t u r e  m o n i t o r in g , w a t e r s h e d  pla n n in g  an d  hig h  pr i o r i t y  

re s t o r a t i o n  pr o j e c t s .  

S p e c i f ic  to th e  AR A , th e  G u l f  Pr i o r i t y  R iv e r s  Pr o j e c t  al lo w e d  fo r  th e  hir in g  of  ye a r - r o u n d  po s i t i o n s  fo r  t h e  

ro le  of w a t e r s h e d  ste w a r d s h i p  co o r d in a t o r  an d  a fie ld  te c h n i c ia n , co n t r i b u t e d  fu n d s  to th e  se a s o n a l  

su m m e r  re s t o r a t io n  cre w s  an d   a nu m b e r  of  lar g e - s c a l e  ba n k  s ta b i l i z a t i o n  an d  rip a r ia n  re s t o r a t io n  pr o j e c t s  

B e t w e e n  20 1 9  an d  20 2 2 , th is  jo in t pr o je c t ha s  pr o v id e d  $2 3 4 , 0 0 0  to  th e  AR A  as  w e l l as  $8 9 0 0  w o r t h  o f  

sci e n t i f ic ,  fie l d  an d  ot h e r  eq u i p m e n t  inc lu d i n g  tem p e r a t u r e  log g e r s , a re m o t e  sa f e t y  ki t ,  lap t o p , ta b l e t  a n d  

G I S  so f t w a r e  lice n s in g .  

Th r o u g h  20 2 1  an d  th e  w i n t e r  m o n t h s  of  20 2 2 , AR A ’ s  Al l i s o n  

W h i t e  an d  B ru c e  W h e a d o n  w e r e  tas k e d  w it h  co m p le t i n g  t h e  

S o u t h  R iv e r  W a t e r s h e d  an d  Co n s e r v a t io n  Pla n , w h i c h  

pr o v i d e d  a de t a i l e d  ass e s s m e n t  of  ins t r e a m  co n d it i o n s  w i t h i n  

th e  S o u t h  Riv e r  an d  its  tri b u t a r ie s . Th e  S o u t h  R iv e r  Pla n  a l s o  

pr o v i d e d  AR A  w i t h  a s te p w is e  pla n  fo r im p l e m e n t i n g  h i g h  

pr i o r i t y  re s t o r a t io n  ac t iv i t i e s  in 20 2 2  an d  be y o n d .  

Th i s  ye a r , th e  AR A  tac k le d  th e  nu m b e r  on e  pr i o r i t y  of  t h i s  

pla n :  re s t o r in g  sp a w n i n g  an d  re a r i n g  ha b it a t  in Pin e v a l e  

B r o o k . Ac c o m p a n y i n g  th i s  re s t o r a t i o n  w o r k  w a s  th e  ro l l - o u t  

of  a co m p r e h e n s i v e  i ns t r e a m  m o n it o r i n g  pr o je c t  th r o u g h o u t  

th e  re s t o r a t i o n  si t e . Th e  Pin e v a l e  B r o o k  M o n i t o r in g  P l a n ,  

co m p l e t e d  by  AR A , w i t h  di r e c t io n  fro m  NS S A ’ s  Ni c h o l a s  

M a c I n n i s ,  ha s  a l lo w e d  th e  AR A  to no t on ly  re s t o r e  a n  

im p o r t a n t  tri b u t a r y  bu t  als o  co m p l e t e  th i s  w o r k  w it h i n  t h e  

sco p e  of a s tr o n g  scie n t i f i c  co n t e x t .  
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Am o n g  th e  ha b it a t re s t o r a t i o n  w o r k  un d e r t a k e n  th i s  ye a r , t h r e e  

m a jo r  ba n k  s ta b i l i z a t io n  pr o j e c t s  w e r e  co m p le t e d  on  th e  m a i n  

S o u t h  Riv e r  to ad d r e s s  sig n i f ic a n t str e a m b a n k  er o s io n  to  h e l p  

m a in t a in  th e s e  im p o r t a n t  sta g i n g  po o l s  for  At la n t i c  sa l m o n .  T o  

en s u r e  th e  lon g - t e r m  su c c e s s  of th e s e  pr o j e c t s  an d  to  h e l p  

m i t i g a t e  w a r m i n g  su m m e r  w a t e r  te m p e r a t u r e s , th e  AR A  a l s o  

pla n t e d  ov e r  30 0 0  tre e s  w i t h in  th e  S o u t h  R iv e r  w a t e r s h e d .  

Th e  cr e a t i o n  of a w a t e r s h e d  m a n a g e m e n t  pla n  fo r  th e  W e s t  

Riv e r  An t ig o n is h , w i l l  be  th e  las t ca p a c i t y -  bu i ld i n g  pie c e  of  t h i s  

cu r r e n t  G u l f  R iv e r s  pr o je c t . F u n d i n g  ha s  be e n  se c u r e d  to  e m p l o y  

ov e r th e  w in t e r , B r u c e , an d  B a i l e y  R a n d a l l for  th e  re m a in d e r  o f  

th e  20 2 2  fi sc a l  ye a r  (en d i n g  M a r c h  20 2 3 ) . B r u c e  an d  B a i l e y  w i l l  

w o r k  un d e r  th e  gu id a n c e  of th e  NS S A ’ s  te a m  to co m p l e t e  t h i s  

ne x t  m a jo r  pr o j e c t  fo r  AR A . W i t h  tw o  w a t e r s h e d  m a n a g e m e n t  

pla n s  co m p l e t e d , th e  AR A  w i l l be  in s tr o n g  po s i t io n  to co n t i n u e  co m p l e t in g  m e a n in g f u l re s t o r a t i o n  w o r k  i n 

An t ig o n is h  fo r  ye a r s  to co m e .  

Al t h o u g h  th e  G u l f  Pr i o r i t y  R iv e r s  Pr o j e c t  w i l l  w r a p - u p  in M a r c h  20 2 3 , th e  co l l a b o r a t iv e  leg a c y  o f  

s tr e n g t h e n e d  re la t io n s h ip s  am o n g  th e  pa r t n e r s  w i l l  co n t in u e .   

 

Am y  W e s t o n  an d  Ni c k  M a c I n n is   

 

 

Qu i c k  up d a t e  fro m  Ad o p t  A S tr e a m  -  

Th i s  pa s t  ye a r , th e  NS S A ’ s  Ad o p t A S tr e a m  pr o g r a m  su p p o r t e d  21  on - t h e -

gro u n d , ha b i t a t re s t o r a t io n  pr o j e c t s  led  by  co m m u n i t y  gr o u p s  inc lu d i n g  t h e  

AR A .  Th e  pr o g r a m  pr o v id e s , pr o je c t fu n d in g , te c h n i c a l  ad v ic e , tra in in g ,  a n d  

en v i r o n m e n t a l pe r m i t t i n g  su p p o r t .  

To  da t e , so m e  2. 7  m i l l i o n  sq u a r e  m e t e r s  of  str e a m  ha b i t a t  ha s  b e e n  

re s t o r e d , an d  80 0  km  of  fi sh  pa s s a g e  re - e s t a b l is h e d .  Ad o p t  A S tr e a m  is  

su p p o r t e d  in lar g e  pa r t  by  an g le r s  th r o u g h  th e  NS  S p o r t  Fis h  H a b it a t  F u n d .    

F o r  m o r e  inf o  vis i t  w w w . n s s a l m o n . c a  an d  w w w . a d o p t a s t r e a m . c a

 

http://www.nssalmon.ca/
http://www.adoptastream.ca/
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W a l k i n g  Be t w e e n  th e  Fo o t s t e p s :  M a in t a i n i n g  th e  Es k a p e  An g l e r s  

Le g a c y  

Es k a p e  An g l e r s  2 0 2 1 ,  Wa y n e  Gr a n t  

A to u g h  if n o t  i m p o s s i b l e  a c t  to fo l l o w !  

I di d  no t  e ve n  try  – Wh e n  ap p r o a c h e d  by t he  e d i t o r  of t he  AR A  t o pro v i d e  an  art i c l e  

for  t he  ne w s l e t t e r  I i m m e d i a t e l y  fe l t  an x i e t y :  wh a t  wo u l d  I sa y , wh a t  w o u l d  t h o s e  

re a d i n g  t h i n k  of wh a t  wa s  pe n n e d ?  Th e n  my  t ho u g h t s  t ur n e d  to wh a t  a g r e a t  

op p o r t u n i t y  t h i s  is t o e x p l a i n  t o t he  At l a n t i c  Ca n a d a  an g l i n g  c om m u n i t y  ho w  i t  

c a m e  t o be  t ha t  I wa s  for t u n a t e  e n o u g h  t o c ar r y  on  t he  le g a c y  (i n  na m e  on l y )  o f Es k a p e  An g l e r s .  

             Li k e  ma n y  ot h e r s , 2 0 +  ye a r s  of tre k s  fro m  my  t he n  ho m e  in N o v a  

Sc o t i a  t o Es k a p e  An g l e r s  at 3 3 We n t w o r t h  Dr i v e ,  Ri v e r v i e w ,  NB  c om b i n e d  

wi t h  le n g t h y  ph o n e  c al l s  fil l e d  wi t h  pl e n t y  of lau g h t e r  re s u l t e d  i n  a n  

i m m e d i a t e  li gh t e n i n g  of t he  loa d  in my  po c k e t  wh e r e  my  wa l l e t  re s t e d . T h i s  

fo l l o w e d  by a he a r t y  tha n k  yo u  an d  pr i m e  fl y - t y i n g  ma t e r i a l  wo u l d  b e  

e n r o u t e . Ye s , I al w a y s  bo u g h t  thr e e  ti m e s  mo r e  t ha n  pl a n n e d ,  an d  ye s ,  t h e  

wi f e  wa s  no t  go i n g  t o be  ha p p y  bu t  tha t  di d  no t  ma t t e r  as de a l i n g  w i t h  

Bry a n t  wa s  an  e xp e r i e n c e  no t  a re q u i r e m e n t .  

           Ou r  re l a t i o n s h i p ,  t ha n k f u l l y ,  wa s  mo r e  tha n  c om m e r c i a l a s  w e  

c on s t a n t l y  an d  jok i n g l y  di s c u s s e d  me  bu y i n g  hi s  e m p i r e  (a s  he  c a l l e d  it ).  T h e  

c on v e r s a t i o n  al w a y s  e nd e d  wi t h , “I wi l l le t yo u  kn o w  wh e n  yo u  ne e d  to  c u t  

t he  c he c k ” .   

“ Ch e c k ! ” , I sa i d  t o Br y a n t ,  ‘ Th e y  do n ’ t  e ve n  e x i s t  an y m o r e . ”  Th i s  fo l l o w e d  by a he a r t y ,  “ Se e  yo u  ne x t  ti m e . ”  

           Th e  Ca r t e r ’ s  Bu g  as  ti e d  by  th e  ma n  hi m s e l f  

m a n y  wi l l  re p l i c a t e  fe w  if an y  du p l i c a t e .  

Ho o k -  Da i c h i  2 1 1 0  

Th r e a d -  Da n v i l l e  2 1 0  Wa x e d  De n i e r  

Ha i r - Su n  Bl e a c h e d  De e r   

Ha c k l e  2 vR e d  P u n j a b  He n  3 -5 ”  3 ½ Tu r n s  

He a d  Li g h t  Ca h i l l Un i 8 / 0  

 

 

Th e n  in t he  Fa l l o f 2 0 2 0  aft e r  my  t ha n k f u l l y  no w  sh o r t e r  tr i p  ove r  t he  br i d g e  fro m  my  ho m e  in Ch a r l o t t e t o w n ,  t h e  

vi s i t  wa s  a bi t  di f f e r e n t . It wa s  t he  sa m e  ol e ’  Bry a n t  bu t  hi s  t on e  wa s  a bi t  mo r e  fo r m a l . As  we  e n t e r e d  Th e  Sh r i n e  ( n o  

no t  t he  ba c k  roo m  bu t  t he  se c r e t  roo m  ad j a c e n t  t o the  le f t  o f t he  st a i r s  as yo u  le f t  t he  sho p ) he  sa i d ,  “I to l d  yo u  w h e n  

yo u  wo u l d  ne e d  t o c ut  t he  c h e c k ,  it is ti m e  t o c ut  the  c he c k ” .  

           Am a z i n g l y  e n o u g h  t he r e  wa s  no  sh o c k ,  do u b t s ,  or c on f u s i o n  on  wh a t  wo u l d  ha p p e n  ne x t  on  my  pa r t .  I wa s  n o w  

at a po i n t  in my  life  t ha t  re t i r e m e n t  or wh a t  the y  c al l re t i r e m e n t  wa s  on  the  ho r i z o n . We  we r e  st a b i l i z e d  i n  
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Ch a r l o t t e t o w n  an d  ha d  t he  re s o u r c e s  t o ac c e p t  the  c ha l l e n g e . Th i s  I c an  as s u r e  yo u  wa s  a mu c h  e a s i e r  de c i s i o n  o n  

m y  pa r t  t ha n  Br y a n t ’ s  as he pu t  hi s  he a r t  an d  sou l in t o  se r v i n g  t he  an g l i n g  c om m u n i t y  of At l a n t i c  Ca n a d a .  

            Ov e r  t he  ne x t  si x  mo n t h s  i n t o  

t he  e a r l y  su m m e r  of 2 0 2 1 , I b u s i l y  

pre p a r e d  t he  pro p e r t y ,  se t  u p  t h e  

pro d u c t  st r u c t u r e  of t he  sh o p ,  (t h e  

m a r k e t  in P E I  wa s  c o m p l e t e l y  di f f e r e n t  

fro m  t ha t  of Ne w  Br u n s w i c k ’ s )  a n d  

e xt r a c t e d  as mu c h  ad v i s e  as po s s i b l e  

fro m  the  ma n  hi m s e l f  on  wh a t  it t a k e s  

t o no t  on l y  cre a t e  an  e n v i r o n m e n t  t h a t  

c us t o m e r s  wo u l d  e n j o y  bu t  al s o  a n  

e n v i r o n m e n t  I wo u l d  e n j o y . 

         Fa s t  Fo r w a r d  t o De c e m b e r  2 0 2 2  

si t t i n g  at the  c o u n t e r  loo k i n g  a r o u n d  

t he  sh o p ,  I re f l e c t  ove r  t he  la s t  1 8  

m o n t h s . I fe e l ve r y  hu m b l e d  a n d  

t ha n k f u l for  t he  wo n d e r f u l  

op p o r t u n i t y  I ha v e  be e n  fo r t u n a t e  

e n o u g h  t o be  pa r t  o f. Th e  wo n d e r f u l  

cli e n t e l e  wh o  ma k e s  Es k a p e  An g l e r s  

2 0 2 1  t he i r  sho p  of c ho i c e  for  “ A l l  

t h i n g s  Fl y  Fi s h i n g ” , ou r  wo n d e r f u l  

di s t r i b u t o r s  su c h  as Vi s i o n , Be u l a h ,  Da r m o r  Fl i e s  an d  Ta c k l e ,  Re d  Tru c k  Fl y Fi s h i n g  Co .  an d  ma n y  ot h e r s  wh i c h  su p p o r t  

us in ha v i n g  the  qu a l i t y  pro d u c t s  t ha t  Br y a n t  ha d  pre v i o u s l y  se t  t he  ba r  in e xp e c t a t i o n s .  I al s o  re f l e c t  on  t he  nu m b e r  

of ti m e s  t h i s  an g l i n g  se a s o n  tha t  I re c o g n i z e d  c u s t o m e r s  ut i l i z i n g  e q u i p m e n t  we  ha d  pro v i d e d  (a mo s t  hu m b l i n g  

e xp e r i e n c e ) , an d  I loo k  at t he  po s i t i v e  c o m m e n t s  pro v i d e d  by ou r  c us t o m e r s .  Th e s e  t h i n g s  va l i d a t e  t ha t  we  h a v e  

m a d e  t he  ri g h t  c h o i c e .                                                                                                                                 

      In cl o s i n g ,  we  at Es k a p e  An g l e r s  wo u l d  li ke  to t ha n k  the  AR A  fo r  t he  op p o r t u n i t y  t o te l l  ou r  st o r y . We  t ha n k  t h e  

wo n d e r f u l c us t o m e r s  of Es k a p e  An g l e r s  wh o  sup p o r t  us .  We  ac c e p t  t ha t  t he r e  is no  wa y  we  c o u l d  c o p y  the  e xp e r i e n c e  

Bry a n t  pro v i d e d  bu t  we  ho p e  t ha t  yo u  ap p r e c i a t e  ou r  e ff o r t s  to e n s u r e  Es c a p e  An g l e r s  re m a i n s  a ho u s e h o l d  na m e  i n  

ou r  c om m u n i t y .                                                 

      Wi s h i n g  e ve r y o n e  a wo n d e r f u l 2 0 2 3  an d  loo k i n g  fo r w a r d  t o be i n g  a pa r t  o f yo u r  an g l i n g  e xp e r i e n c e .  

                 Ti g h t  Li n e s ,   Wa y n e  Gr a n t  
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                                          A Ch r i s t m a s  Li s t  fo r  th e  Av i d  An g l e r  

1 .  A m e m b e r s h ip  to on e  or  m o r e  of ou r  co n s e r v a t i o n  gro u p s . Lo c a l ly  th e r e  is inf o r m a t io n  he r e  f o r  

th e  AR A . Yo u  ca n  jo in  th e  NS S A  for  fre e  an d  on  th e  int e r n a t i o n a l  lev e l  th e  AS F  ne e d s  ou r  su p p o r t .  

 

2 .  A bo o k  th a t  I th o r o u g h l y  en j o y e d  (Th a n k s  Da r r y l  M u r r a n t  fo r  th e  re c o m m e n d a t i o n )  is Lo s t  R i v e r ;  

th e  W a t e r s  of  Re m e m b r a n c e : A M e m o i r  by  loc a l  au t h o r , H a r r y  Th u r s t o n .  

 

3 .  Tr a v e l  re s t r ic t i o n s  ha v e  lif t e d  an d  th i n g s  are  ge t t in g  ba c k  to no r m a l so a tri p  m a k e s  an  ex c e l l e n t  

gi f t  es p e c i a l ly  if yo u  inv i t e  yo u r s e l f  alo n g . I he a r  No r w a y  is an  af f o r d a b l e  ch o ic e !  

 

4 .  S o m e  ra f f l e  en t r i e s  in M a t t  Do r t ’ s  on l in e  ev e n t  w h i c h  is a fu n d r a i s e r  fo r  Ta n g o 2  re s e a r c h  (  

ht t p s : / / t a n g o 2 r e s e a r c h . o r g / a b o u t - t a n g o 2 / )  giv e  yo u  so m e  gre a t pr i z e  ch o ic e s . W a t c h  for  i t  o n  

F a c e b o o k  sta r t i n g  F e b . 1 4 . S o m e o n e  I kn o w  w o n  a gre a t gu id e d  trip  w it h  M a t t in las t F e b r u a r y ’ s  

ra f f le !  (D o n a t i o n s  of  ra f f le  ite m s  ca n  be  to M a t t m a d e  up  to F e b . 1 )  

 

5 .  Th i s  loo k s  lik e  a gre a t  ne w  pr o d u c t . I us e  a bin  an d  a pie c e  of  m y  o l d  

ne o p r e n e s  so  th i s  loo k s  lik e  a s te p  up : Sim m s  Ta c o  W a d e r  B a g .  

 

6 .  A gr e a t  sto c k i n g  stu f f e r ; fin g e r  gu a r d s  (Th a n k s , Ke n ! ) .   I fo u n d  th e s e  re a l l y  

us e f u l es p e c i a l ly  w it h  so m e  of th e  tex t u r e d  fly lin e s  an d  a ful l  da y  of lak e  fi sh i n g .  

Th e r e  are  di f f e r e n t  m o d e l s  bu t  th e  sim p l e  on e s  w o r k  gre a t .  

 

7 .  W h a t  do  th e y  ne e d ?   A gi f t  ca r d  fro m  yo u r  fav o u r i t e  lo c a l fly sh o p  is al w a y s  

ap p r e c i a t e d  an d  tak e s  ou t th e  gu e s s  w o r k .  

 

8 .  A ne c k  ga i t e r  ca n  so lv e  lot s  of  pr o b l e m s fro m  su n  pr o t e c t i o n  to  co l d  w e a t h e r  

to ho r d e s  of  bla c k f l ie s . B u f f  m a d e  th e  or i g i n a l  bu t  th e r e  ar e  lot s  of  op t i o n s  

fo r  lot s  of  co n d i t io n s .  

 

https://tango2research.org/about-tango2/
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9 .  It is De c e m b e r  an d  th e r e  is s ti l l so m e  fly  fi sh i n g  lef t .  A lin e  th a t  sta y s  so f t  a n d  

re s is t s  co i l in g  is a tre a t . M o s t  of  th e  m a j o r  br a n d s  m a k e  a sp e c i f ic  co ld  w a t e r  

fly  lin e . Co n t a c t  yo u r  loc a l fly  sh o p  an d  I’m  su r e  th e y  ca n  fix  yo u  up .  

 

1 0 .  Af t e r  a lon g  se s s io n  on  yo u r  fav o u r i t e  riv e r  tak e  a br e a k  an d  ha v e  a co f f e e  

an d  a sn a c k .  A gi f t ce r t i f i c a t e  fro m  on e  of  ou r  loc a l  ca f e s  is a nic e  gi f t ; pe r h a p s  th e  Ta l l  & S m a l l  

a f t e r  a co l d  m o r n in g  on  th e  W e s t ,  or if yo u ’ r e  on  th e  M a r g a r e e  a s to p  at Th e  Da n c in g  G o a t !  ( L e o  

re c o m m e n d s  th e  lem o n  sq u a r e s  !)  

 

 

Th a n k  yo u  to  th e  co n t r i b u t o r s :  M a r k  Do r t ,  B r u c e  

W h e a d o n , Ti m  Ha n d f o r t h , , Kr i s  H u n t e r ,  D e i r d r e  

G r e e n  Am y  W e s t o n , G e r r y  Do u c e t , , Do n  M a c L e a n ,  

W a y n e  G r a n t , N i c k  M a c I n n i s ,  an d   An d r e w  Lo w l e s .  

 

 

 

 

 

Jak o b  Lo r e f ic e  ph o t o  

 

An y o n e  w i t h  id e a s ,  fl i e s ,  st o r i e s  or  ot h e r  ite m s  fo r  th e  Ne w s l e t t e r  pl e a s e  co n t a c t  

Th e  Ed i t o r .   dj m a c n e i l 3 4 9 @ g m a i l . c o m  
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